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WELCOME TO ST. PAUL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

We are happy you have joined us for worship today. Wherever you are on your journey with or 

toward God, you are welcome here—you are a blessing to this assembly. You are invited to fill 

out the registration book that you can find at the end of the pew. We would love the 

opportunity to connect so that we may welcome you more fully.  

We welcome all who are seeking God’s love and grace. We welcome all because God welcomes 

all, regardless of race or culture, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, or 

relationship status. We welcome all without regard to addictions, physical or mental health, 

imprisonment, socio-economic circumstances, or anything that too often divides us. Our unity 

is in Christ. 

Lutherans believe, teach, and confess that in, with, and under the bread and wine in Holy 

Communion we receive the true Body and Blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, for the 

forgiveness of sin, life, and salvation. All who are drawn in faith are welcome to join in this 

confession and receive the Sacrament. Those not receiving the bread and wine may come 

forward for a blessing.  

We invite and encourage your full participation in our worship this morning. With this service 

bulletin you can follow and participate in this morning’s liturgy. Any hymns not printed here 

may be found in the red worship book in the pews; the hymns are in the second half of the 

book. The hymns are also available from the ushers as a separate bulletin. 

Children are always welcome at services. Children’s bulletins and crayons, as well as soft toys 

and story books, are available at the back of the church. Nursery care with trained child-care 

workers is available for infants and toddlers on the lower level. A changing table is located in 

the lower level restroom. Please speak to an usher if you need assistance.  

Children’s Church is held during the second service on the first Sunday of each month, on 

special occasions, and each week over the summer. After the children’s time, children are 

invited to follow our Director of Children, Youth, and Families to one of the classrooms for a 

lesson. They will return for Communion. 

Accessibility: Listening devices are available from an usher. If you would like assistance with a 

wheelchair or walker, or if you would like Communion to be brought to you in your pew, 

please see an usher for assistance.  

Please join us for Coffee Hour each week immediately following the second service in the 

Fellowship Hall directly below the worship space.  

New to St. Paul? Ready to make it your own? Questions about St. Paul, including transferring 

membership from another Lutheran church, or for beginning the process for baptism, 

confirmation, reception, or transferring from one of the other Christian traditions, may be 

directed to the Church Office at 781-646-7773 or parishadmin@stpaularlington.org. 
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As we prepare for God’s presence in worship, please be aware that some prefer to be quiet at this time. 

You are invited, however, to greet your fellow worshipers. 

When the instruction for standing * appears, please stand as you are able and as seems comfortable.  

At the ☩, you may make the sign of the cross, which reminds us of our baptism. 

The congregational responses are printed in bold. 

    GATHERING 

PRELUDE  

 Récit de Chromhorne, from Messe à l’usage des Couvents François Couperin 
     (1668–1733) 

WELCOME 

* CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who ☩ forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures 

forever. 

Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 

are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 

may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Gracious God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against 

you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, 

and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 

your holy name. Amen. 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 

together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your 

sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that 

Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

Amen. 

* GATHERING HYMN 

 “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”  ELW 834 
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* GREETING 

 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 

 And also with you. 

* CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

 

* PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 Let us pray. 

O God, overflowing with mercy and compassion, you lead back to yourself all those who go 

astray. Preserve your people in your loving care, that we may reject whatever is contrary to 

you and may follow all things that sustain our life in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. 

Amen. 
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WORD 

FIRST READING  Exodus 32:7–14 

 While Moses is on Mount Sinai, the people grow restless and make a golden calf to worship. Today’s reading 

shows Moses as the mediator between an angry God and a sinful people. Moses reminds God that the Israelites 

are God’s own people and boldly asks mercy for them. 

The Lord said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up out of the 

land of Egypt, have acted perversely; they have been quick to turn aside from the way that I 

commanded them; they have cast for themselves an image of a calf, and have worshiped it 

and sacrificed to it, and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the 

land of Egypt!’” The Lord said to Moses, “I have seen this people, how stiff-necked they are. 

Now let me alone, so that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them; 

and of you I will make a great nation.” 

But Moses implored the Lord his God, and said, “O Lord, why does your wrath burn hot 

against your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with 

a mighty hand? Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he brought them 

out to kill them in the mountains, and to consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn 

from your fierce wrath; change your mind and do not bring disaster on your people. 

Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you swore to them by your own 

self, saying to them, ‘I will multiply your descendants like the stars of heaven, and all this 

land that I have promised I will give to your descendants, and they shall inherit it forever.’” 

And the Lord changed his mind about the disaster that he planned to bring on his people. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 51:1–11 

The choir sings the antiphon, and then all repeat it: 

 

All sing the bold verses, alternating with the choir, and repeating the antiphon as indicated. 

Have mercy on me O God according to your [lov]-ingkindness;* 

in your great compassion, … blot out [my] offenses.  

 Wash me through and [through from] my wickedness,* 

 and cleanse me [from] my sin.  

For I [know my] transgressions,* 

and my sin is [ever] before me. 

 Against you only [have] I sinned* 

 and done what is evil [in] your sight. 

Antiphon 
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And so you are justified [when] you speak* 

and upright [in] your judgment. 

 Indeed I have been wicked [from] my birth,* 

 a sinner from my [moth]-er’s womb.  

For behold you look for [truth deep] within me,* 

and will make me understand [wis]-dom secretly.  

 Purge me from my sin and [I shall] be pure;* 

 wash me and I shall be [clean] indeed. 

Antiphon 

Make me hear of [joy] and gladness,* 

that the body you have broken [may] rejoice.  

 Hide your [face from] my sins,* 

 and blot out [all my] iniquities.  

Create in me a [clean heart] O God,* 

and renew a right [spirit] within me. 

Antiphon 

SECOND READING 1 Timothy 1:12–17 

The letters to Timothy are called the Pastoral Epistles because they contain advice especially intended for leaders 

in the church. Here the mercy shown to Paul, who once persecuted the church, is cited as evidence that even the 

most unworthy may become witnesses to the grace of God. 

I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he judged me 

faithful and appointed me to his service, even though I was formerly a blasphemer, a 

persecutor, and a man of violence. But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in 

unbelief, and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in 

Christ Jesus. The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into 

the world to save sinners—of whom I am the foremost. But for that very reason I received 

mercy, so that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display the utmost patience, 

making me an example to those who would come to believe in him for eternal life. To the 

King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. 

Amen. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

  



 8 

* GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

* GOSPEL   Luke 15:1–10 

 The holy gospel according to Luke. 

 Glory to you, O Lord. 

 Jesus tells two stories that suggest a curious connection between the lost being found and sinners repenting. 

God takes the initiative to find sinners, each of whom is so precious to God that his or her recovery brings joy in 

heaven. 

Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to [Jesus.] And the 

Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and 

eats with them.” 

So he told them this parable: “Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of 

them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until 

he finds it? When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. And when he 

comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, 

for I have found my sheep that was lost.’ Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven 

over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no 

repentance. 

“Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a lamp, 

sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? When she has found it, she calls 

together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I 

had lost.’ Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner 

who repents.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 

 Praise to you, O Christ. 

LET THE CHILDREN COME 

Young children are invited to the front of the sanctuary to hear a message at this time. 
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SERMON  

 “The Diligent Search and the Joyful Find”  Pastor Ross Goodman 

 A brief silence for reflection follows the sermon. 

* HYMN OF THE DAY 

 “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”  ELW 807 

* APOSTLES’ CREED 

 In response to the Gospel, let us confess the faith of the church: 

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

was buried; he descended into hell. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 

heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 

and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Sustained and nurtured by our generous God, we gather as one to pray for the church, the 

world, and all of God’s creation. 

A brief silence. 

Bless pastors, deacons, and all church leaders in their ministries, so that your gospel is 

shared through their faithful leadership and living. Lord, in your mercy, 

receive our prayer. 

Protect and preserve habitats and biospheres, especially in places damaged by natural 

disaster or human alteration. Restore balance to deserts, oceans, polar regions, and 

temperate areas. Lord, in your mercy, 

receive our prayer. 

Instruct all the world’s people, nations, and governments in ways of justice, mercy, and 

peace. Lead us away from the idols of power, war, self-centeredness, and fear. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

receive our prayer. 

Show mercy to the lost, welcome to the outsiders, and comfort to the suffering and dying. 

We pray for all who need your healing and constant presence. Lord, in your mercy, 

receive our prayer. 

We pray for our members, especially Gladys, Janna, Karma, Lorraine, Louise, Lynn, 

Meredith, and Paul. Lord in your mercy, 

receive our prayer. 
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Strengthen those who work with people in crisis: firefighters, police officers, hospital staff, 

chaplains, nurses, doctors, emergency responders, staff and counselors in rehab centers and 

women’s shelters. Give them wisdom and compassion, so that those in need are well-

supported and cared for. Lord, in your mercy, 

receive our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

We give thanks for the beloved sheep of your fold who have died and who now find life in 

your eternal glory, especially Gloria Grumney. Embrace us as we hope and rejoice in your 

unfailing redemption. Lord, in your mercy, 

receive our prayer. 

Assured by your promise to hear us, we lay our prayers before your throne of grace; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

* PEACE 

 The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 And also with you. 

    MEAL 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM  

 All Lands and Peoples  Austin C. Lovelace 
     (1919–2010) 

All lands and peoples, all the earth, 

 Put off the night of sadness; 

 Make cheer, and music, and high mirth; 

 And praise the Lord with gladness! 

 Serve him with joyful heart,  

 All kingdoms do their part, 

 And let immortal song 

 Before his presence throng, 

 Forever and forever. 

 O surely he is God alone 

The earth is mute before him. 

And he is ours, and we his own, 

His people who adore him. 

We are his flock; our feet 

Walk in his pastures sweet; 

And, by cool brooks, the sleep 

Is soft he gives his sheep, 

Forever and forever. 

O enter then his temple courts  

With trumpet-tongued thanksgiving; 

Praise him in dances and in sports, 

Our Lord, the ever-living! 

With incense to the skies 

Our thankfulness arise; 

His glory wide proclaim, 

Speak good of his great name, 

Forever and forever. 

 

Stopford A. Brooke  
(1832–1916) 



* OFFERING HYMN 

 

* OFFERING PRAYER 

 Let us pray. 

God our provider, we bring nothing into this world and we can take nothing out of it. 

Accept the gifts you have first given us, which we bring to your table, and with them the 

offering of our lives. Nourish us now with the life that really is life, revealed to us in Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen.  

* GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who 

on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the 

way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and 

the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you 

sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached 

good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for 

the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 

sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in 

glory. 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this 

heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the 

Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

Amen. 

* LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. 
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COMMUNION 

All who are baptized are welcome to receive the bread and wine. Those not receiving the bread and 

wine may come forward for a blessing. Please come forward via the center aisle at the direction of the 

ushers. Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. The first cup of wine is for drinking, the second 

for intinction (dipping), and the trays have individual glasses of red wine and grape juice. If you 

prefer to stay seated, please notify an usher and Communion will be brought to you. 

COMMUNION HYMNS  

 “Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling”  ELW 608 

 “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy”  ELW 587 

* TABLE BLESSING 

 The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 

 Amen. 

* POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 

 

* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 Let us pray. 

O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us into your presence, nourished us 

with words of mercy, and fed us at your table. Amid the cares of this life, strengthen us to 

love you with all our heart, serve our neighbors with a willing spirit, and honor the earth 

you have made; through Christ our Lord. 

 Amen. 
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SENDING 

* BLESSING 

 Live your lives in Christ, rooted and built up in him, and abound in thanksgiving; and the 

blessing of the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, be upon you and remain with you forever.  

 Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

* SENDING HYMN   

 “Lord, Speak to Us, That We May Speak”  ELW 676 

* DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Christ is sending you. 

 Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 

 Dialogue sur les Grands Jeux, from Messe à l’usage des Couvents François Couperin 

      

     

 

 

 

SERVING THE LORD IN 

WORSHIP AND FELLOWSHIP 

    Pastor Ross Goodman  Preacher and Presider 

    Sam Melton-Hill Assisting Minister 

    Ryan Patten Organist 

    Caroline David Deacon 

    Cole Badzy, Aislin Devaney, and Annika Hedlund Acolytes 

    Marie Breitenbach Lector 

    Marie Breitenbach and Sue French Altar Guild 

    Norma Ofsthun and Nancy Tiedeman Ushers 

    Matthias Eikermann Coffee Hour 

    TBD Tellers 

 

 

You are invited to take this bulletin home for reflection on the service 

and as a reminder of the announcements. If you prefer to leave it behind,  

please place it in the basket in the Narthex and it will be recycled.  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Below are highlights from our announcements this week. For more information, please see our Weekly 

Update email. You can subscribe from our website (stpaularlington.org—click SUBSCRIBE in the 

navigation menu at the top of the page) or like us on Facebook! Please send announcements via email to 

parishadmin@stpaularlington.org by noon on Wednesday for inclusion in the coming Sunday’s bulletin. 

Announcements received after that will be published the following week. 

CHURCH NEWS 

Adult Forum Schedule: 

 September 15: 2019 ELCA Churchwide Assembly review with guest Donna Kerry 

 September 22: Vicar Samm Melton-Hill presents her research on "Lutheran Martyrdom 

in post-World War II Ukraine" 

 September 29: Lionel Goulet on "The Bible: Lost in Translation?" 

 October 6: Clifford Green presents on "Dietrich Bonhoeffer's Peace Ethic" 

 October 13: Vicar Samm Melton-Hill presents on "Prison Ministry at MCI Framingham" 

 October 20 through November 24: Reading and discussing the book "Dear Church" by 

Lenny Duncan 

Volunteer needed for Social Ministry | The Social Ministry Committee is looking for a 

volunteer to drive St. Paul’s Arlington Food Pantry donations to their destination each Tuesday. 

If you are interested, please contact Kim Fechtel. 

Name tags for our new Vicar, Samm | Please be ready to wear your nametags for the first few 

weeks that our new Vicar, Samm, is with us so that she may learn our names! If you do not have 

a name tag, please see an usher for the sign-up sheet. 

Blessing of the Animals | We will once again be celebrating God’s creation with the Blessing of 

the Animals during the 10:30am service on October 6. Bring your pets for a blessing! 

IN OUR COMMUNITY 

Upcoming Book Talk | Join Rev. Lenny Duncan at UniLu to discuss his new book, “Dear 

Church, A Love Letter to the Whitest Denomination in America” on Monday, September 16 

(7pm–9pm). 

New England Women of the ELCA Fall Gathering | “The Mystic Equation,” Saturday, 

September 28 from 9am–2pm at St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, Harwich, MA. Keynote speaker 

will be Rev. Linda Forsberg; hands-on workshop “In the image of God” and Creative Variety. 

$10 for early registration; $15 and the door. See the Weekly Update for a registration form! 
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929 Concord Turnpike 

Arlington, Massachusetts 02476 

Web: www.stpaularlington.org | Office Phone: 781-646-7773 

 

 

ST. PAUL STAFF 
The Reverend Ross Goodman, Pastor 

Samm Melton-Hill, Vicar 

Ryan Patten, Director of Music & Organist, and Interim Parish Administrator 

Kourtni Patten, Director of Children, Youth, & Families 

Paul Ricci, Business Administrator 

Dennis O’Brien, Church Property Manager 

 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday–Thursday 9am–4pm 
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