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WELCOME TO ST. PAUL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

We are happy you have joined us for worship today. Wherever you are on your journey with or 

toward God, you are welcome here—you are a blessing to this assembly.  

We welcome all who are seeking God’s love and grace. We welcome all because God welcomes 

all, regardless of race or culture, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, or 

relationship status. We welcome all without regard to addictions, physical or mental health, 

imprisonment, socio-economic circumstances, or anything that too often divides us. Our unity 

is in Christ. 

Lutherans believe, teach, and confess that in, with, and under the bread and wine in Holy 

Communion we receive the true Body and Blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, for the 

forgiveness of sin, life, and salvation. All who are drawn in faith are welcome to join in this 

confession and receive the Sacrament. 

We invite and encourage your full participation in our worship this morning. With this service 

bulletin you can follow and participate in this morning’s liturgy.  

New to St. Paul? Ready to make it your own? Questions about St. Paul, including transferring 

membership from another Lutheran church, or for beginning the process for baptism, 

confirmation, reception, or transferring from one of the other Christian traditions, may be 

directed to the Church Office at 781-646-7773 or parishadmin@stpaularlington.org. 

COVID-19 PROTOCOLS 
 

Building-wide Covid-19 Protocol Update: Aligning with CDC recommendations, the Church 

Council decided that wearing masks is optional at St. Paul. The Council will continue to use Federal 

CDC and local Board of Health guidelines to help shape our worship decisions going forward. 

The following guidelines are in place to keep all of us safe and healthy. Thank you for your 

cooperation in showing love to our neighbors.  

Masks: Masking is still optional. Two windows will be open in the back of the sanctuary on 

the lectern side for air circulation. Windows may be closed in extreme weather 

circumstances. 

Singing:  There is singing at both Worship Services.  
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As we prepare for God’s presence in worship, please be aware that some prefer to be quiet at this time. 

When the instruction for standing * appears, please stand as you are able and as seems comfortable. 

At the ☩, you may make the sign of the cross, which reminds us of our baptism. 

The congregational responses are printed in bold. 

GATHERING 
 

PRELUDE        Ave Maria von Arcadelt 

Franz Liszt (1811-1886) 

 

WELCOME 

* CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who alone does wonders, 

who lifts up the lowly, 

who fills the hungry with good things. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

  

Silence is kept for reflection. 

God for whom we wait, 

in the presence of one another, 

we confess our sin before you. 

We fail in believing that your good news is for us. 

We falter in our call to tend your creation. 

We find our sense of self in material wealth. 

We fear those different from ourselves. 

We forget that we are your children 

and turn away from your love. 

Forgive us, Blessed One, 

and assure us again of your saving grace. 

Amen. 

God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! 

Through the power of the Holy Spirit, 

☩ your sins are forgiven. 

You are children of the Most High, 

inheritors of the eternal promise, 

and recipients of divine mercy. 

God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace. 

Amen. 
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* GATHERING HYMN  

“Gather Us In”                   ELW 532 
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* GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 

And also with you. 

* KYRIE  
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* HYMN OF PRAISE  
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* PRAYER OF THE DAY  

Lord God, with endless mercy you receive the prayers of all who call upon you. By your 

Spirit show us the things we ought to do, and give us the grace and power to do them, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen.         

WORD  

FIRST READING Isaiah 58 : 1—9a  [9b—12]  

Shortly after the return of Israel from exile in Babylon, the people were troubled by the ineffectiveness 

of their fasts. God reminds them that outward observance is no substitute for genuine fasting that 

results in acts of justice, such as feeding the hungry, sheltering the homeless, and clothing the naked. 

 

Shout out, do not hold back! 

 Lift up your voice like a trumpet! 

Announce to my people their rebellion, 

 to the house of Jacob their sins. 

Yet day after day they seek me 

 and delight to know my ways, 

as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness 

 and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; 

they ask of me righteous judgments, 

 they delight to draw near to God. 

“Why do we fast, but you do not see? 

 Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” 

Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day, 

 and oppress all your workers. 

Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight 

 and to strike with a wicked fist. 

Such fasting as you do today 

 will not make your voice heard on high. 

Is such the fast that I choose, 

 a day to humble oneself? 

Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush, 

 and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? 

Will you call this a fast, 

 a day acceptable to the Lord? 
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Is not this the fast that I choose: 

 to loose the bonds of injustice, 

 to undo the thongs of the yoke, 

to let the oppressed go free, 

 and to break every yoke? 

Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, 

 and bring the homeless poor into your house; 

when you see the naked, to cover them, 

 and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 

Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, 

 and your healing shall spring up quickly; 

your vindicator shall go before you, 

 the glory of the Lord shall be your rear guard. 

Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer; 

 you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am. 

 

[If you remove the yoke from among you, 

 the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, 

if you offer your food to the hungry 

 and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, 

then your light shall rise in the darkness 

 and your gloom be like the noonday. 

The Lord will guide you continually, 

 and satisfy your needs in parched places, 

 and make your bones strong; 

and you shall be like a watered garden, 

 like a spring of water, 

 whose waters never fail. 

Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; 

 you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; 

you shall be called the repairer of the breach, 

 the restorer of streets to live in.] 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 112 : 1—9  

The beginning of the psalm is sung by the cantor with the congregation singing the bold verses, responsively. 

 

Hallelujah! Happy are they who | fear the Lord 

 and have great delight in | God’s commandments! 

Their descendants will be mighty | in the land; 

 the generation of the upright | will be blessed. 

Wealth and riches will be | in their house, 

 and their righteousness will | last forever. 

Light shines in the darkness | for the upright; 

 the righteous are merciful and full | of compassion.  

It is good for them to be gener- | ous in lending 

 and to manage their af- | fairs with justice. 

For they will nev- | er be shaken; 

 the righteous will be kept in everlast- | ing remembrance. 

They will not be afraid of any | evil rumors; 

 their heart is steadfast, trusting | in the Lord. 

Their heart is established and | will not shrink, 

 until they see their desire up- | on their enemies. 

They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness stands | fast forever; 

  they will hold up their | head with honor. 

 

SECOND READING  I Corinthians 2 : 1—12  

Though people such as the Corinthians are enamored with human philosophy and wisdom, Paul 

continuously presents God’s hidden wisdom which is Jesus Christ crucified. True spiritual 

maturity involves judging ourselves and others in light of God’s revelation in the cross. 

 

hen I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the mystery of 

God to you in lofty words or wisdom. For I decided to know nothing among you 

except Jesus Christ, and him crucified. And I came to you in weakness and in fear and in 

much trembling. My speech and my proclamation were not with plausible words of 

wisdom, but with a demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that your faith might 

rest not on human wisdom but on the power of God. 

 Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of this age or 

of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to perish. But we speak God’s wisdom, secret 

and hidden, which God decreed before the ages for our glory. None of the rulers of this 

age understood this; for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 

But, as it is written, 

 “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, 

  nor the human heart conceived, 

W 
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     what God has prepared for those who love him”— 

these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches everything, 

even the depths of God. For what human being knows what is truly human except the 

human spirit that is within? So also no one comprehends what is truly God’s except the 

Spirit of God. Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit that is 

from God, so that we may understand the gifts bestowed on us by God.  

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

* GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

* GOSPEL            Matthew 5 : 13—20 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord.  

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus encourages his followers to be the salt of the earth and the 

light of the world, doing good works and keeping God’s commandments. 

esus said: “You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its 

saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled 

under foot. 

 “You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. No one after 

lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light 

to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may 

see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 

 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come not to 

abolish but to fulfill. For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one 

letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is accomplished. 

Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches others 

to do the same, will be called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them 

and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For I tell you, unless 

your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the 

kingdom of heaven.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

J 
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CHILDREN’S TIME  Pastor Ross Goodman 

SERMON    “Salt and Light” Pastor Ross Goodman 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY 

“Christ, Be Our Light”         ELW 715 
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*APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

was buried; he descended into hell. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 

heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 

and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

The first and last prayer is read by the Lector. Other prayers are said by congregational members as the 

spirit moves them. 

Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

Call your people to seek your wisdom in difficult conversations and action. Give the 

church everywhere courage to repent for the ways we have tolerated and practiced 

injustice. Lord, we repent for the injustices of systemic racism, church sanction of 

colonialism, church protection of sexual abusers, and the many other ways we have failed 

to witness to your calling of Justice and Mercy. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

Inspire our wonder at creation, from the light of dawn to the beauty of the dark night. 

Sustain the unseen depths of the ocean to the plants and animals we know well. Bring 

healing to lands and communities experiencing natural disasters. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

Instruct the powerful in your ways. Provide upright leadership in all working spaces, that 

workers are not oppressed. Throughout the world, inspire all nations to heed your call to 

practice righteousness. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

Loosen the bonds of injustice in our midst. Grant peace to endless quarrels, put an end to 

hunger, and break every yoke of oppression. Shelter all who flee abuse in their homes or 

violence in their communities. Satisfy those afflicted in any way, we especially pray for 

Haiti, Ukraine, Pakistan, Yemen, and all communities near us affected by gun violence 

and police brutality. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
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Shape our congregation to be salt for the earth. Give us delight in your commandments, 

that we are generous with those in need. Make us steadfast in our trust in you, ready with 

tangible mercy and compassion for our neighbors. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

Tend and accompany those who are sick. We especially pray for Beverly, Dan, Ed, Elna, 

Janna, Jeffrey, Lois, Lisa, Lynn, Owen, Meredith, Susan, Roberta, and all those affected by 

the Covid Pandemic. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

The cross and resurrection bring redemption from sin and death. We praise you for the 

Martyrs of Japan, whom we commemorate this week, and all whose unshaken faith in 

Christ shines forth in their witness. Keep them in our remembrance and bring us with 

them into the kingdom of heaven. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power revealed 

in Christ crucified. 

Amen. 

* PEACE  

 The peace of Christ be with you always.  

 And also with you.  

MEAL 

OFFERING    

        
Givelify QR code to scan for offering 

ANTHEM    

* OFFERING PRAYER  

God of abundance, 

receive and bless these gifts we have offered. 

Join our hearts with the song of the angels, 

and gather us at your table of celebration. 

Strengthen us to share with all the world 

the abundance of your grace upon grace, 

poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. 

Amen 
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* GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations; 

in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son; 

and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

* LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name,   

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

  who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

FRANCAIS (FRENCH) 

Notre Père, qui es aux cieux, 

  que ton nom soit sanctifié,  

  que ton règne vienne,  

  que ta volonté soit faite  

     sur la terre comme au ciel.  

Donne-nous aujourd’hui notre pain de ce jour. 

Pardonne-nous nos offences  

  comme nous pardonnons aussi  

      à ceux qui nous ont offensés.  

Et ne nous soumets pas à la tentation,  

   mais délivre-nous du mal,  

car c’est à toi qu’appartiennent le règne,  

   la puissance et la gloire,  

   aux siècles des siècles. Amen. 
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COMMUNION 

All are welcome to receive the bread and wine. Individual communion kits are available in the trays 

located in the center of the sanctuary. 

 

 

COMMUNION HYMN 

 
“Light Shone in Darkness”                                                                  ELW 307 
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* TABLE BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in  

his grace. 

Amen.                               

 * PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Holy One, 

we thank you for the healing  

that springs forth abundantly from this table,  

Renew our strength to do justice, 

love kindness, 

and journey humbly with you. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING 
* BLESSING 

God the eternal Word, 

who dwells with us in Jesus, 

and who holds us in the grace of the Holy Spirit, 

☩ bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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* SENDING HYMN  

“O God of Light” ELW507 

 

* DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. 

Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE                       Bolero de Concert, Op. 166 

Louis-J.- A. Lefebure-Wely (1817-1869) 

 

Today’s altar flowers are given by Kim Fechtel 

in memory of Jewell Marie Reagan Fechtel. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS and  

UPCOMING HAPPENINGS  

at SAINT PAUL  

 

 

 
SUNDAY SCHOOL  

No Sunday School on 2/19.  With the school holidays upon us, we will not be having Sunday School 

on 2/19, but will resume on 2/26. 

 

LUTHER LEAGUE AND FLOCK | February 5th,  3:30 – 7:30 

We are excited to have our youth groups have a fun afternoon at Boda Borg in Malden from 4:00-

6:00 with pizza afterwards.  

3:30  Meet at St. Paul at 3:30 carpool to Boda Borg. 

4:00  Meet at Boda Borg and work on puzzles for 2 hours 

6:00  Go to the Oliver's House for pizza and treats 

7:00  Head back home 

7:30  Meet back at St. Paul for carpooling pick up 

Cost for Boda Borg admission and pizza will be $35 per participant. Your participation is really 

important.  If financial considerations are an issue, please reach out to Sarah Carter 

(secarter@gmail.com) and arrangements will be made.  Please RSVP to Sarah by 1/25. 

 

ADULT FORUM | Sundays, February 5 and 12 

What is the Gospel? by Kurt F. Kusserow, Bishop of the Southwestern Pennsylvania 

Synod, ELCA will provide the basis for adult forums for the six Sundays before Lent. In 

Bishop Kusserow’s words, this study is an invitation to rekindle a passion for the Gospel. 

The book is available as a PDF at https://www.swpasynod.org/gospel or can be 

ordered on Amazon. We will also have some copies available. We will look together for 

the kindling that sparks a passion to use the gospel, particularly stories and teachings of 

Jesus, in our daily lives. 

 

ADULT FORUM | Sunday, February 19 

Clifford Green will be presenting “Bonhoeffer in Harlem” 

 

ADULT FORUM | Sunday, February 26 throughout Lent 

Beginning February 26 throughout Lent we will have an in-depth study of the events of Holy Week. 

  

mailto:secarter@gmail.com
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