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WELCOME TO ST. PAUL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

We are happy you have joined us for worship today. Wherever you are on your journey with or 

toward God, you are welcome here—you are a blessing to this assembly.  

We welcome all who are seeking God’s love and grace. We welcome all because God welcomes 

all, regardless of race or culture, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, or 

relationship status. We welcome all without regard to addictions, physical or mental health, 

imprisonment, socio-economic circumstances, or anything that too often divides us. Our unity 

is in Christ. 

Lutherans believe, teach, and confess that in, with, and under the bread and wine in Holy 

Communion we receive the true Body and Blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, for the 

forgiveness of sin, life, and salvation. All who are drawn in faith are welcome to join in this 

confession and receive the Sacrament. 

We invite and encourage your full participation in our worship this morning. With this service 

bulletin you can follow and participate in this morning’s liturgy.  

New to St. Paul? Ready to make it your own? Questions about St. Paul, including transferring 

membership from another Lutheran church, or for beginning the process for baptism, 

confirmation, reception, or transferring from one of the other Christian traditions, may be 

directed to the Church Office at 781-646-7773 or parishadmin@stpaularlington.org. 

COVID-19 PROTOCOLS 
 

Building-wide Covid-19 Protocol Update: Aligning with CDC recommendations, the Church 

Council decided that wearing masks is optional at St. Paul starting Sunday, August 14. The Council will 

continue to use Federal CDC and local Board of Health guidelines to help shape our worship decisions 

going forward. 

The following guidelines are in place to keep all of us safe and healthy. Thank you for your 

cooperation in showing love to our neighbors.  

Masks: Optional 

Ventilation: Windows will remain open while the building is in use. Please remember to dress 

accordingly. Coffee Hour will be held outdoors.  

Singing: Fully vaccinated attendees are welcome to sing at 10:30. We continue this fall with 8:15 

Service of the Word with no singing. 
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As we prepare for God’s presence in worship, please be aware that some prefer to be quiet at this time. 

When the instruction for standing * appears, please stand as you are able and as seems comfortable. 

At the ☩, you may make the sign of the cross, which reminds us of our baptism. 

The congregational responses are printed in bold. 

GATHERING 

PRELUDE                                              Toccata per l'elevazione  

Girolamo Frescobaldi (1583-1643)                               

WELCOME 

* CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who forgives all our sin, 

whose mercy endures forever. 

Amen. 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our 

sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our 

sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

  

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 

left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 

together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your 

sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, 

that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

Amen. 
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* GATHERING HYMN 

 “Making Their Way”  ACS 979 

 

 

* GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all. 

And also with you. 

*KYRIE (spoken at 8:15) 
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*HYMN OF PRAISE:  Above the Hills the Angel Hosts 

 

* PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Direct us, O Lord God, in all our doings with your continual help, that in all our works, begun, 

continued, and ended in you, we may glorify your holy name; and finally, by your mercy, 

bring us to everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen.   

WORD 

FIRST READING Amos 6:1a, 4—7 

The prophet Amos announces that Israel’s great wealth is a cause not for rejoicing but rather sorrow, 

because God’s people have forgotten how to share their wealth with the poor. The wealthy will be the 

first to go into exile when judgment comes. 

Alas for those who are at ease in Zion, 

 and for those who feel secure on Mount Samaria, 

 

Alas for those who lie on beds of ivory, 

 and lounge on their couches, 

and eat lambs from the flock, 

 and calves from the stall; 

who sing idle songs to the sound of the harp, 

 and like David improvise on instruments of music; 
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who drink wine from bowls, 

 and anoint themselves with the finest oils, 

 but are not grieved over the ruin of Joseph! 

Therefore they shall now be the first to go into exile, 

 and the revelry of the loungers shall pass away. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 146 

Hallelujah! 

 Praise the Lord, O my soul! 

I will praise the Lord as long as I live; 

 I will sing praises to my God while I have my being. 

Put not your trust in rulers, 

 in mortals in whom there is no help. 

When they breathe their last, they return to earth, 

 and in that day their thoughts perish.  

Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, 

 whose hope is in the Lord their God; 

who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; 

 who keeps promises forever; 

who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger. 

 The Lord sets the captive free. 

The Lord opens the eyes of the blind; the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down; 

 the Lord loves the righteous. 

The Lord cares for the stranger; 

 the Lord sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked. 

The Lord shall reign forever, 

 your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah!  

 

SECOND READING       1 Timothy 6 : 6—19 

Timothy is reminded of the confession he made at his baptism and of its implications for daily life. His 

priorities will be different from those of people who merely want to be rich. 

f course, there is great gain in godliness combined with contentment; for we 

brought nothing into the world, so that we can take nothing out of it; but if we have 

food and clothing, we will be content with these. But those who want to be rich fall into 

temptation and are trapped by many senseless and harmful desires that plunge people 

into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, and in their 

eagerness to be rich some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves 

with many pains. 

 

 But as for you, man of God, shun all this; pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, 

endurance, gentleness. Fight the good fight of the faith; take hold of the eternal life, to 

O 
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which you were called and for which you made the good confession in the presence of 

many witnesses. In the presence of God, who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, 

who in his testimony before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, I charge you to 

keep the commandment without spot or blame until the manifestation of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, which he will bring about at the right time—he who is the blessed and only 

Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords. It is he alone who has immortality and 

dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen or can see; to him be honor 

and eternal dominion. Amen. 

 As for those who in the present age are rich, command them not to be haughty, or to 

set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but rather on God who richly provides us 

with everything for our enjoyment. They are to do good, to be rich in good works, 

generous, and ready to share, thus storing up for themselves the treasure of a good 

foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of the life that really is life. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

* GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
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* GOSPEL                   Luke 16 : 19—31 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord.  

Jesus tells a parable in which the poor one is “lifted up” and the rich one is “sent away empty.” Jesus 

makes it clear that this ethic of merciful reversal is not new but is as old as Moses and the prophets. 

esus said: “There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and who 

feasted sumptuously every day. And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus, 

covered with sores, who longed to satisfy his hunger with what fell from the rich man’s 

table; even the dogs would come and lick his sores. The poor man died and was carried 

away by the angels to be with Abraham. The rich man also died and was buried. In 

Hades, where he was being tormented, he looked up and saw Abraham far away with 

Lazarus by his side. He called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send 

Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am in agony in 

these flames.’ But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that during your lifetime you 

received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner evil things; but now he is 

comforted here, and you are in agony. Besides all this, between you and us a great 

chasm has been fixed, so that those who might want to pass from here to you cannot do 

so, and no one can cross from there to us.’ He said, ‘Then, father, I beg you to send him 

to my father’s house—for I have five brothers—that he may warn them, so that they will 

not also come into this place of torment.’ Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the 

prophets; they should listen to them.’ He said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if someone goes 

to them from the dead, they will repent.’ He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses 

and the prophets, neither will they be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.’ ” 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

CHILDREN’S TIME Vicar Emmanuel Correa Vazquez 

SERMON    Vicar Emmanuel Correa Vazquez 

  

J 
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* HYMN OF THE DAY 

“Christ Be Our Light” ELW 715 

 

*APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

was buried; he descended into hell. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 

heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 

and the dead. 



11 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our 

prayers for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

O God, rich in mercy, fill your church with righteousness, faith, love, endurance, and 

gentleness. Empower the baptized by your Spirit to be rich in good works and ready to 

share. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Protect the earth and its creatures. Provide water, food, shelter, and favorable habitats, 

especially for endangered species. Preserve threatened ice caps, glaciers, parks, and beaches. 

God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Increase justice in nations, local governments, and courtrooms. Guide lawyers and those 

who hold public office to act with compassion and discernment. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Give food to the hungry. Set the captives free. Lift up those who are bowed down. Watch 

over the stranger. Tend to those who are ill, especially Anne-Louise, Beverly, Dan, Dan, Ed, 

Elna, Janna, Jeffrey, John, Lois, Lisa, Lynn, Meredith, and Roberta and those suffering from 

the physical effects of COVID and the mental and spiritual toll of the Pandemic. Stir us to 

act in the best interest of our neighbors. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Enliven our praise. Inspire musicians, artists, poets, and all who create beauty in this place. 

God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

O God of the suffering, accompany and heal the peoples who are undergoing the hardships 

of natural disasters. We especially pray for the people of Puerto Rico, who are suffering the 

catastrophic aftermath of Hurricane Fiona. Strengthen their communities and fortify their 

spirits with Your care. God of grace, 

Hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 

Enfold the saints who have died in the arms of your loving care, especially Jerome, whom 

we commemorate this week. Grant that the holy angels accompany us and bring us to 

eternal life with them in the light of your presence. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 
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Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we offer these 

and all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 

* PEACE  

 The peace of Christ be with you always.  

 And also with you.  

MEAL 

OFFERING 

* OFFERING HYMN 

 

 

 

* OFFERING PRAYER 

Merciful God, 

Everything in heaven and earth belongs to you. We joyfully release what you have 

entrusted to us. May these gifts be signs of our whole lives returned to you, dedicated to 

the healing and unity of all creation, through Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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* GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who 

on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the 

way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and 

the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for 

the remembrance of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of 

sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

* LORD’S PRAYER 

Feel free to say this prayer in the language in which you first learned it, or in one of these translations:

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

  who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done, 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

 as we forgive those 

  who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

 and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours, 

 now and forever. Amen.

COMMUNION 

All are welcome to receive the bread and wine. Individual communion kits are available in the trays 

located in the center of the sanctuary. 
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COMMUNION HYMN 

" Wind and Cold Roar”   ACS 1010 
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* TABLE BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 

Amen. 

* POST COMMUNION CANTICLE 
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* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

God of the abundant table, 

you have refreshed our hearts in this meal 

with bread for the journey. 

Give us your grace on the road 

that we might serve our neighbors with joy; 

for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 

SENDING 

* BLESSING 

May God bless and keep us. May God’s face shine on us and be gracious. May God look on 

us with favor and ☩ give us peace. 

Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

* SENDING HYMN  

"Canticle of the Turning” ELW 723 
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* DISMISSAL 

Go in peace, with Christ beside you. 

Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE                      Jan Pieterson Sweenlick (1562-1621): Dorian Echo Fantasy 
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Fall Adult Forums Schedule 

Sundays at 9:  15 am in the Fellowship Hall 

September 18   Meet our new pastoral intern Emmanuel Correa Vazquez 

September 25   Covid Conversations: Grief, Coping and Changes 

October 2   Guest Rabbi Susan Harris introduction to the Hebrew Prophets 

October 9   Prophets and current events, part 1 

October 16   In lieu of  Adult Forum there is a Potluck Breakfast showcasing  

   ministry opportunities. 

October 23  Vicar Emmanuel  presents on "Liberation Theology Revisited." 

October 30   "Options for Death: Medical Aid in Dying" with Pastor Liz Senft 

 

Lectors 

Serving as lector is a great way to participate in the life of the church. Bearing witness to your 

faith by reading aloud from Scripture can be a quite moving experience. Each Sunday at the 

10:30 service the lector reads the Old and New Testament readings to the congregation. Also, 

the lector leads the prayers of intercession and, on Sundays when the choir is off, reads the 

psalms responsively with the congregation. Contact John Turner for details: 

johnnoelturner@yahoo.com 

 

 

Choir 

The choir is starting this week! Please join us for our practices on Thursdays at 7:30 pm and on 

Sundays at 9:45 am at the choir loft. The choir sings at the 10:30 am service. 

 

 

Altar Guild 

The Altar Guild of St. Paul is responsible for preparing the worship space incorporating 

ceremonial objects and procedures established by tradition and service. Marie Breitenbach leads 

this group, which includes: Kim Fechtel, Eileen Moyer, Kelli Oliver, Jennifer Parker, Aurelio 

Ramirez, Taryn Walsh and Lydia Zuehsow. Teams of two are scheduled for each Sunday, each 

person generally serving 2 times a month in addition to group get togethers for special tasks 

during Holy Week and Christmas. New members are initially paired with veteran members to 

give time to learn the steps involved in set up and clean up. If the opportunity to demonstrate 

reverence for the sacred and decorative aspects of worship is appealing, you are invited to 

check out participation in the Altar Guild. 

 

 

Ushers 

Our Ushers greet people, pass out bulletins, and help during communion. If you, or your child 

or youth would like to help out some Sundays, contact the interim parish administrator, 

Jennifer White at parishadminstpaularlington.org.  
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929 Concord Turnpike 

Arlington, Massachusetts 02476 

www.stpaularlington.org | Office Phone: 781-646-7773 

 

Staff 
The Reverend Ross Goodman, Pastor 

The Reverend Liz Senft, Pastoral Associate 

   Ana Zecic Jeffers, Director of Music 

Paul Ricci, Business Administrator 

Sarah Carter, CYF Director 

Jennifer White, Interim Parish Administrator  

Dennis O’Brien, Church Property Manager 

 

Church Council 
Peter Hedlund, President 

Elizabeth Heichler, Vice-President 

Eric Haugen, Treasurer 

Kerri Frick, Secretary 

Norma Ofsthun, Financial Officer 

Mark Olson, Financial Officer 

Monique Airasian 

Kristen Anderson 

Kevin Kreutter 

Kelli Oliver 

Julia A. B. Pearson 

Bob Sniffen 
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