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OF EASTER

May 5, 2024

ST. PAUL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH



chome to ST. PAUL EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

SUNDAY SERVICES LIVESTREAMING

8:10am | Service with Holy Communion in Nave Worship is streamed on the St. Paul

g:00am | Choir Practice Lutheran Arlington Facebook page.

9:30am | Education Hour with Sunday School, A Facebook account is not necessary
Confirmation and Adult Forum to stream, however, without a

10:30am | Service with Holy Communion in Nave Facebook account the stream works
and Online on a computer browser only and not

11:30am | Coffee Hour on a phone.

WEEKLY UPDATE NEWSLETTER
Sign up for Weekly Update newsletter by going to our website at www.stpaularlington.org and
clicking on SUBSCRIBE.

UPCOMING SCHEDULE FOR MAY AND JUNE
This Sunday May 5 is the last Sunday of Easter before we celebrate the Ascension of Our Lord
and the rite of confirmation for four of our beloved youth on May 12. May 19 is the celebration of
the Day of Pentecost and Recognition Sunday during which we give thanks for all those in the
congregation who serve on Sundays to make our life together good: teachers, lectors, altar guild,
acolytes, ushers, choir and coffee hour hospitality specialists. Then take note that on May 26 we
begin our summer schedule with one service at 930. On June 2 we look forward to recognizing

all the new people who have joined us since the fall. There is much to celebrate in the weeks
ahead.

SERVING THE COMMUNITY TODAY ARE:

Kelli Oliver and Jennifer Warr Parker, Altar Guild
Gus Airasian and Eli Hulse, Acolytes

Peter Schmidt, Cantor

Taryn Walsh, Lector

Elizabeth Heichler, Deacon

Matt Carter, Livestream Broadcast

Peter and Hollie Schmidt, Coffee Guild



http://www.stpaularlington.org/

When the instruction for standing * appears, please stand as you are able and as seems comfortable.
At the X, you may make the sign of the cross, which reminds us of our baptism.
The congregational responses are printed in bold.

GATHERING

PRELUDE
Prelude in C major from WTC book 1, BWV 846 J. S. Bach (1685-1750)
Matej Zecic, piano

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
the wellspring of grace,
our Easter and our joy.
Amen.

Look, here is water!
Here is our water of life! Alleluia!

Immersed in the promises of baptism,
let us give thanks for what God has done for us.

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning

your voice thundered over the deep

and water became the essence of life.

Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers.

The ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day.
Miriam led the dancing as your people passed through the sea
into freedom’s land.

In a desert pool the Ethiopian official

entered your boundless baptismal life.

Look, here is water!
Here is our water of life! Alleluia!

At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John
and anointed with the Holy Spirit.

By the baptism of Jesus” death and resurrection

you opened the floodgates of your reconciling love,
freeing us to live as Easter people.




We rejoice with glad hearts,

giving all honor and praise to you,
through the risen Christ, our source of living water,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

Amen.

Look, here is water!

Here is our water of life! Alleluia!

Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936

Music: DOVE OF PEACE, W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835

*GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

* GATHERING HYMN
“I Come with Joy” ELW 482
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* PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond understanding. Pour into
our hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may obtain your
promises, which exceed all we can desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING Acts 10:44-48

While Peter shares the good news of Jesus with a Gentile soldier and his family, the Holy Spirit comes
upon them. Recognizing that the Spirit works inclusively in the lives of both Jews and Gentiles, Peter
commands that these Gentiles also be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.

hile Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word.

The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that the gift
of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, for they heard them
speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, “Can anyone withhold the water
for baptizing these people who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” So he
ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for
several days.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Sing a new song to the Lord, who has done ' marvelous things,
whose right hand and holy arm have ' won the victory.
O Lord, you have made ' known your victory,
you have revealed your righteousness in the sight ' of the nations.
You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the ' house of Israel;
all the ends of the earth have seen the victory ' of our God.
Shout with joy to the Lord, ' all you lands;
lift up your voice, re- ' joice, and sing.
Sing to the Lord ' with the harp,
with the harp and the ' voice of song.
With trumpets and the sound ' of the horn
shout with joy before the ' king, the Lord.
Let the sea roar, and ' all that fills it,
the world and those who ' dwell therein.
Let the rivers ' clap their hands,
and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord, who comes to ' judge the earth.
The Lord will judge the ' world with righteousness
and the peo- ' ples with equity.

SECOND READING 1 John 5:1-6

God’s children believe that Jesus is the Messiah and love God by keeping God’s commandments.
Thus the world is conquered not through military might but through love and faith.

Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone
who loves the parent loves the child. By this we know that we love the children of
God, when we love God and obey his commandments. For the love of God is this, that we
obey his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, for whatever is
born of God conquers the world. And this is the victory that conquers the world, our
faith. Who is it that conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of
God?

This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only but
with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the
truth.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.




* GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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* GOSPEL John 15:9-17

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

esus said: “As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If you

keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s

commandments and abide in his love. I have said these things to you so that my joy
may be in you, and that your joy may be complete.

“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has
greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you
do what I command you. I do not call you servants any longer, because the servant does
not know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made
known to you everything that [ have heard from my Father. You did not choose me but I
chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father
will give you whatever you ask him in my name. I am giving you these commands so that
you may love one another.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN'’S TIME Pastor Ross Goodman

SERMON “Love Actually” Pastor Ross Goodman




*HYMN OF THE DAY
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Text: Bianco da Siena, d. 1434, tr. Richard F. Littledale, 1833-1890
Music: DOWN AMPNEY, Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958
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* APOSTLES” CREED
In response to the gospel, let us confess the faith of the church:
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried; he descended into hell. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

The leader will read the first and last prayer, those in the congregation are invited to read aloud the
other prayers as they feel called.

Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the church,
the world, and all those in need of good news.

A brief silence.

Your Holy Spirit falls upon all who hear the word. Fill your church with the gifts of your
Spirit and give understanding hearts to those who strengthen our commitments with our
ecumenical and interreligious partners. God of grace, hear our prayer.

You speak and the face of the earth is renewed. Revive your creation, that habitats and
every kind of living thing might flourish. Protect endangered species and help us to care
for all your creatures. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Your world is divided and the nations rage. Grant wisdom and vision to world leaders,
that they may seek justice, peace, and the good of all, especially in places experiencing
violence such as Palestine, Israel, Ukraine, Russia, Sudan, and Haiti. We also pray for
compassion, safety, and productive discourse amidst campus protests across the country.
God of grace, hear our prayer.

Your children are in need. Comfort all those who suffer, especially those afflicted by
anxiety, depression, and mental illness. Help us to be conduits of your love in our care for
one another. We pray especially for Dan, Jeffrey, Lynn, Meredith, Owen, and Susan. God
of grace, hear our prayer.

Your work is done in this place with our hands. Bless the ministries of this congregation,
that we may embody your love for the world. Inspire those who plan and lead worship,
council members, committee members, and volunteers. God of grace, hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.
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Your blessed saints now rest in you. Give us thankful hearts for those who have gone
before us especially Julian of Norwich, Victor the Moor, and Nicolaus Ludwig von
Zinzendorf. At the last, bring us all together around your heavenly banquet table. God of
grace, hear our prayer.

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your
abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord.
Amen.

*PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL

ANTHEM

“Beautiful Savior” ELW 838

Beautiful Savior, King of creation,

Son of God and Son of Man!

Truly I'd love Thee, truly I'd serve thee,
Light of my soul, my Joy, my Crown.

Fair are the meadows, Fair are the woodlands,
Robed in flow'rs of blooming spring;

Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer;

He makes our sorr'wing spirit sing.

Fair is the sunshine, Fair is the moonlight,
Bright the sparkling stars on high;

Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer
Than all the angels in the sky.

Beautiful Savior, Lord of the nations,
Son of God and Son of Man!

Glory and honor, Praise, adoration,
Now and forevermore be Thine!

OFFERING
You may give an offering through the Givelify app by scanning this QR code:
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* OFFERTORY (10:30 only)
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* OFFERING PRAYER
Risen One,

you call us to believe and bear fruit.

May the gifts that we offer here

be signs of your abiding love.

Form us to be your witnesses in the world,
through Jesus Christ, our true vine.
Amen.

* GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our
Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in
dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary

Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all
their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:
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In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this
for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
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*LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

COMMUNION
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COMMUNION HYMN (10:30 only)
“Jesus Loves Me” ELW 595
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Text: Anna B. Warner, 18201915, alt.
Music: JESUS LOVES ME, William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868
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* POST COMMUNION CANTICLE (10:30 only)
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* TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
his grace.
Amen.

* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Shepherding God,

you have prepared a table before us
and nourished us with your love.

Send us forth from this banquet

to proclaim your goodness

and share the abundant mercy of Jesus,
our redeemer and friend.

Amen.
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* BLESSING

Alleluia! Christ is risen!

SENDING

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!
The God of resurrection power,

the Christ of unending joy,

and the Spirit of Easter hope
*F bless you now and always.

Amen.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
* SENDING HYMN
“Joytul, Joyful, We Adore Thee” ELW 836
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well - spring of the

sing
Joy

a-round thee, cen - ter
of liv - ing,
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o - cean-depth of

un - bro - ken praise.
hap - py rest!
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Giv - er of im - mor-tal glad-ness, fill us with the light of day.

chant-ing bird, and flow-ing foun-tain call us to re - joice in thee.
teach us how to love each oth - er, lift us to the joy di-vine!

S S

Text: Henry van Dyke, 1852-1922
Music: HYMN TO JOY, Ludwig van Beethoven, 1770-1827, adapt.

* DISMISSAL

Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad.
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

PRELUDE

“Prelude in E major from WTC book 1, BWV 854" J. S. Bach (1685-1750)
Matej Zecic, piano

ANNOUNCEMENTS and UPCOMING HAPPENINGS
at SAINT PAUL

=

CYF (CHILDREN, YOUTH AND FAMILIES) UPDATE

St. Paul Annual Weekend Retreat will be the weekend of August 23-25. This is an annual
tradition to relax, reflect, and reconnect with each other in the beautiful environment of Camp
Calumet on Lake Ossipee in New Hampshire. All are welcome to join us for this weekend!
Camp Calumet Summer Camp now enrolling for their summer camp. Many of the youth in

our congregation attend and work there. Itis a great community that offers a fun, accepting
environment for youth of all ages. Visit their website at www.calumet.org.

UPCOMING ADULT FORUM TOPICS | Sundays in Easter
May 5 - Bible study with Pastor Liz Senft
May 12 - Art and Easter with Pastor Liz Senft

CONGRATULATION TO FORMER ST. PAUL INTERN TIM OSLOVICH

Saint Paul Lutheran Church and The New England Synod offer its sincere congratulations to
the former St. Paul intern the Rev. Timothy Oslovich (1993-96), who was elected Bishop of the
Alaska Synod on Saturday.
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