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     elcome to ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

SUNDAY SERVICES 

9:00am | Choir Practice 

10:30am | Service with Holy Communion in   

                   Nave and Online 

11:30am | Coffee Hour

LIVESTREAMING  

Worship is streamed on the St. Paul 

Lutheran Facebook page. A Facebook 

account is not necessary to stream, 

however, without a Facebook account 

the stream works on a computer browser 

only and not on a phone. 

SERVING THE COMMUNITY TODAY ARE: 

Marie Breitenach and Jennifer Parker, Altar Guild 

Brick C. and Owen C., Acolytes 

Josh Davis, Lector 

Piercen Oliver, Deacon 

Jeff Pearson, Cantor 

Andy Airasian and Dan Ries, Ushers 

Hollie Schmidt, Livestream Broadcast 

Peter and Hollie Schmidt & Lisa Chiulli Lay, Coffee Guild 

 

 

 

 
 

When the instruction for standing * appears, please stand as you are able and as seems comfortable. 

 At the ☩, you may make the sign of the cross, which reminds us of our baptism. 

 The congregational responses are printed in bold. 

 

GATHERING 

PRELUDE 

Where Her Leads Me/He Leadeth Me Arranged by Brant Adams 

 Tunes: Norris by John S. Norris and  

 He Leadeth Me by William S. Bradbury 

 Mark Olson, trumpet 

  

Altar flowers are given in honor  

of Pastor Ross Goodman and in 

thanks for his 29 years as the pastor 

of St. Paul Lutheran Church by  

Lisa Kunze and Jeff Schafer. 
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* GATHERING HYMN 

“O God, Beyond All Praising” ELW 880 
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* GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit  

be with you all. 

And also with you. 

* KYRIE 

 

* HYMN OF PRAISE  
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* PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O Lord God, you teach us that without love, our actions gain nothing. Pour into our 

hearts your most excellent gift of love, that, made alive by your Spirit, we may know 

goodness and peace, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

FIRST READING   Numbers 6:22—27 

God commanded Aaron to say these words, known as the Aaronic benediction, in blessing the 

people of Israel. We too are marked with God’s name and God’s blessing as we are sent from our 

assemblies into the world. 

he Lord spoke to Moses, saying,  “Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying: Thus you shall 

bless the Israelites: You shall say to them: 

  The Lord bless you and keep you; 

  the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; 

  the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace. 

 “So they shall put my name on the Israelites, and I will bless them.”  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

  

T 
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PSALM  Psalm 148 

 

     Hallelujah! Praise the Lord | from the heavens; 

  praise God | in the heights. 

 Praise the Lord, | all you angels; 

  sing praise, all you | hosts of heaven. 

 Praise the Lord, | sun and moon; 

  sing praise, all you | shining stars. 

 Praise the Lord, heav- | en of heavens, 

  and you waters a- | bove the heavens. 

 Let them praise the name | of the Lord, 

  who commanded, and they | were created, 

 who made them stand fast forev- | er and ever, 

  giving them a law that shall not | pass away.  

 Praise the Lord | from the earth, 

  you sea monsters | and all deeps; 

 fire and hail, | snow and fog, 

  tempestuous wind, do- | ing God’s will; 

 mountains | and all hills, 

  fruit trees | and all cedars; 

 wild beasts | and all cattle, 

  creeping things and | flying birds; 

  sovereigns of the earth | and all peoples, 

  princes and all rulers | of the world; 

  young | men and maidens, 

  old and | young together.  

  Let them praise the name | of the Lord, 

  whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over | earth and heaven. 

  The Lord has raised up strength for the people and praise for all | faithful servants, 

  the children of Israel, a people who are near the Lord. | Hallelujah!  

SECOND READING   2 Corinthians 13:11—13 

Paul closes a challenging letter to the Corinthians with an appeal to Christian fellowship grounded 

in the triune harmony of Christ’s grace, God’s love, and the Spirit’s partnership. 

 saw Paul closes a challenging letter to the Corinthians with an appeal to Christian 

fellowship grounded in the triune harmony of Christ’s grace, God’s love, and the 

Spirit’s partnership. 

I 
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[Paul writes:]  Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Be restored; listen to my appeal; 

agree with one another; live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you. 

 Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the saints greet you. 

   The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with all of you. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

* GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 

 

* GOSPEL John 13:31—35 

The holy gospel according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord.  

hen he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God 

has been glorified in him.  If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify 

him in himself and will glorify him at once.  Little children, I am with you only a little 

longer. You will look for me, and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am 

going, you cannot come.’  I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just 

as I have loved you, you also should love one another.  By this everyone will know that 

you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

CHILDREN’S TIME  Pastor Ross Goodman  

SERMON   “Goodbye”   Pastor Ross Goodman  

  

W 



 

8 
  

* HYMN OF THE DAY 

“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”   ELW 631 
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* APOSTLES’ CREED 

In response to the gospel, let us confess the faith of the church: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

was buried; he descended  into hell. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 

heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 

and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the church, the world, 

and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

Fill the church with the spirit of your redeeming love. Make us steadfast in our 

proclamation of your grace for all people without exceptions, especially those often 

overlooked in our communities. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Awaken joy in the beauty and abundance of your creation. Show us the wonder of your 

presence from the smallest flower to the tallest tree. Recommit us to preservation of wild 

places. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Instruct all world leaders to protect the most vulnerable among us. Guide those in power 

toward equitable and just economic policies, so that all might have sufficient resources to 

live safely and with dignity. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
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Pour out your love on all in need of care: those mourning losses, enduring trauma, 

experiencing broken relationships, yearning for companionship, or facing illness, 

especially Dan, Lynn, Meredith, Naomi, Paul, and Susan. Wipe away every tear. Hear us, 

O God. Your mercy is great. 

Abide with all who are victims of racism, especially people who are doubly marginalized 

because of gender, sexuality, or ability. Destroy all forms of systemic oppression, and 

renew our commitment to healing the wounds of our collective body in this community 

and beyond. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Accompany us in transition, guide us during this time of discernment. Fill our leaders 

with your wisdom. As the search for a new pastor continues, bless the transition team and 

all who have taken on extra responsibilities and fill them with a sense of your love and 

presence. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great.    

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

We give thanks for all the saints whose lives bear witness to your redeeming love, 

especially Erik, King of Sweden, Helena, mother of Constantine, Nicolaus Copernicus. 

Guide us by their example, until we join them in your eternal home. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that you are always with 

us; in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 

Amen. 

* PEACE        (Keep your hands close together or make the peace sign if you’d rather not pass the peace with touch) 

 The peace of Christ be with you always.  

 And also with you.  

MEAL 

ANTHEM        

“When the Saints Go Marching In”  John Rutter (b. 1945) 

Oh, when the saints go marching in,  

Oh, when the saints go marching in: 

Oh, Lord, I want to be in that number,  

When the saints go marching in.   

And when the revelation comes, 

And when the revelation comes, 

Oh, Lord, I want to be in that number 

When the revelation comes.  
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Oh, when the new world is revealed,  

Oh, when the new world is revealed,  

Oh, Lord, I want to be in that number, 

When the new world is revealed.  

Oh, when they gather around the throne,  

Oh, when they gather around the throne,  

Oh, Lord, I want to be in that number, 

When they gather around the throne. 

Hallelujah, brothers, Hallelujah sisters! 

Hear the music go around and around.  

While the saints go marching up into glory,  

Oh, hear those angel trumpets sound! 

And when they crown him King of Kings,  

And when they crown him King of Kings,  

Oh, Lord, I want to be in that number, 

When they crown him King of Kings.  

And when the sun no more will shine,  

And when the sun no more will shine,  

Oh, Lord, I want to be in that number, 

When the sun no more will shine.  

And when the moon has turned to blood,  

And when the moon has turned to blood,  

Oh, Lord, I want to be in that number, 

When the moon has turned to blood.  

Hallelujah, brothers, Hallelujah sisters! 

Hear the music go around and around.  

While the saints go marching up into glory,  

Oh, hear those angel trumpets sound! 

Oh, when the saints go marching in,  

Oh, when the saints go marching in: 

Oh, Lord, I want to be in that number,  

When the saints go marching in.

OFFERING 

You may give an offering through the Givelify app by scanning this QR code:   

 

* OFFERING PRAYER 

Risen One, you have gathered us around your table of grace along with these gifts we 

bring. Come among us again, breathe your life into us, and enliven us with this meal, 

that we may live as your risen body in the world. 

Amen. 

* GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our 

Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in 

dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary 

Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all 

their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your 

name and join their unending hymn: 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 

it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this 

for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 

of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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* LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

  who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

       forever and ever. Amen. 

COMMUNION 

All are welcome to receive the bread and the wine. Gluten free wafers are available on request.  

Both wine (red) and grape juice (white) are available in each tray. 

Come forward in the center aisle starting at the front of the church.  The pastors will motion the first 

people forward. 
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COMMUNION HYMN 

“Come, Let Us Eat”   ELW 491 
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“In a Deep, Unbounded Darkness”   ACS 1093 
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“Healer Of Our Every Ill“ ELW 612 

 

 

 
“Eat This Bread, Drink This Cup” ELW 492 
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* TABLE BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in  

his grace. 

Amen. 

* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

Living One, 

in this feast you have made yourself known to us. 

Send us now to tell of your wonders, 

sing of your glory, 

and proclaim your risen life 

to a wounded and weary world. 

Amen. 

SENDING 

* BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.  

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 
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* SENDING HYMN 

“Lord, Dismiss Us With Your Blessing”   ELW 545 
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A LITANY OF GODSPEED AND FAREWELL FOR A DEPARTING PASTOR 

A representative of the Council addresses the departing pastor: 

Today, Pastor Ross Goodman is retiring.  Therefore, it is time to mark the ending of his 

ministry here at Saint Paul, a time to look back, and a time to look forward; a time for joy, 

and a time for sadness. It is a time to give thanks and praise to God for what Ross has given 

us in our life together. 

On August 4, 1996 we called you to be our pastor; to proclaim God’s word, to baptize new 

members into the church of Jesus Christ, to announce God’s forgiveness to us, and to preside 

at our celebrations of the Lord’s supper. With the gospel, you challenged us to follow Christ 

into the world. With the gospel you have comforted us in times of sickness and trouble, and 

at the death of our loved ones. Sharing our joys and sorrows, you have been important to 

our life together in the church of Jesus Christ and in our service to this community, and we 

thank you for your ministry among us. 

The pastor replies:   

It has been a privilege and blessing to be called as your pastor. I thank each of you and all of 

you for welcoming me into your lives and for the ways in which we have loved and served 

together. It has been a blessing to have spent these years with you. 

After prayerful discernment it is time for me to retire. 

Congregational leader continues. 

Do you, the people of Saint Paul, with thanks to God for the ministry of Pastor Ross 

Goodman among you, now release him from service as your pastor? 

Congregation: We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 

Pastor Ross, with thanks to God for the members of this community and for their ministry 

with you, do you recognize and accept the completion of your ministry with Saint Paul? 

Pastor: I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 

I thank you, the people of Saint Paul, for the love and support you have shown me while I 

ministered among you. I am grateful for the ministry we have shared, and I ask your 

forgiveness for the mistakes that I have made. I carry with me all I have learned in this place. 

Congregation: We receive your thankfulness and we forgive you. We express our 

gratitude for your time among us. We ask your forgiveness for our mistakes. Your 

influence on our faith and faithfulness will not leave with your departure. 
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Pastor: I accept your gratitude and forgiveness, and I forgive you, trusting that our time 

together and our parting are held in God’s mercy and love. 

Symbols of a Call to Word and Sacrament Ministry may be returned 

People of God, through your call, Pastor Ross has shared the responsibilities of ordained 

ministry in your midst. When he was installed, you presented him with symbols expressing 

that role among you. It is time for him to relinquish these symbols. 

Pastor returns the Baptismal shell to a member of the congregation. 

Congregation member: You were called here to baptize, teach, and to forgive sins. 

Pastor: I now relinquish the sign of this office. 

Congregation: There is one Body and one Spirit, there is one hope in God’s call to 

us. For your ministry among us we say: “Thanks be to God!” 

Pastor returns the Bible to a member of the congregation. 

Congregation Member: You were called to proclaim the good news. 

Pastor: I now relinquish the sign of this office. 

Congregation: The Word of the Lord is our sustaining strength. 

For your ministry among us we say: “Thanks be to God!” 

Pastor will take the Chalice and return it to a member of the congregation. 

Congregation Member: You were called to lead worship and preside at the Holy 

Communion. 

Pastor: I now relinquish the sign of this office. 

Congregation: Taste and see that the Lord is good; happy are they who trust in God. 

For your ministry with us we say: “Thanks be to God!” 

In holy baptism our Lord Jesus Christ received you, and made you a member of God’s 

church. You were welcomed to Saint Paul and the mission we share as the people of God in 

this place. Here you have come to know and to share in God’s loving purpose for you and 

for all creation. God has blessed you in this community, and God has blessed this 

community through you. May you continue to be a blessing to others. 

Service continues with congregation blessing and laying on of hands 
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On this day, Ross, in this place where you have poured yourself out, where you have been 

emptied and filled and emptied again, may you be aware more than ever of what your heart 

has opened to here, what it has tended and welcomed here, where it has broken in love and 

in grief, where it has given and received blessing in the unfathomable mystery that moves 

us, undoes us, and remakes us finally for joy. 

This day may you know this joy in full measure. This day may you know this blessing that 

gathers you in and sends you forth but will not forget you. 

O hear us as this day we say grace; this day we say grateful; this day we say blessing; this 

day we release you in God’s keeping and hold you in gladness and love.  Amen. 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord 

Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE        This Sunday feel free to exit during the postlude  

Gospel Medley Arranged by Brant Adams (1863-1931) 

 Tunes: Assurance Phoebe P. Knapp,  

 Showalter by Anthony J. Showalter 

 O how I love Jesus, Trad. American melody 

 and Heaven by Emily D. Wilson 

 Mark Olson, trumpet 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS and  

UPCOMING HAPPENINGS  

at SAINT PAUL 

 

UPCOMING SUNDAYS IN EASTER 

May 18: Farewell and Godspeed, one service at 10:30am 

May 25: Summer Worship begins with one service at 9:30am 

ST. PAUL SUMMER RETREAT WEEKEND AT CAMP CALUMET | August 22-24 

Calumet Retreat! St. Paul Calumet Retreat.  Weekend of August 22-24.  This is an annual 

tradition to relax, reflect, and reconnect with each other in the beautiful environment of Camp 

Calumet on Lake Ossipee in New Hampshire.  All are welcome to join us for this weekend! 

Register using this form: https://rb.gy/mi7doh 

MAY MESSAGE FROM ARLINGTON EATS  

Happy Spring Everyone! This month we are collecting the following items for Arlington Eats: 

Coffee (all kinds!), Tea (all kinds) Condiments (all kinds) Dish soap, Salad Dressing, 

Jam/Jelly. Some are repeats from last month but these are very popular items that are hard to 

keep in stock so we are asking again. 

SUMMER FAITH FORMTION OPPORTUNITY | Vacation Bible School with First Waltham 

Children ages 3 years old - 5th grade are invited to join First Lutheran in Waltham's 

weeklong Vacation Bible School program from July 7-11, 2025. This year's theme is 

"Road Trip." For more information, check out the registration form (see QR code). If 

you have questions, please talk to Vicar Sam. 

 

  

https://rb.gy/mi7doh
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                         www.stpaularlington.org | 781-646-7773 

 

Staff 

The Reverend Ross Goodman, Pastor 

Samantha Menapace, Vicar 

Ana Zecic Jeffers, Director of Music 

Paul Ricci, Business Administrator 

Sarah Carter, Children, Youth and Families Director 

Jennifer White, Parish Administrator  

Dennis O’Brien, Church Property Manager 

 

 

Church Council and Officers 

Kerri Frick, President 

Sandy Walker, Vice President 

Eric Haugen, Treasurer 

Elizabeth Heichler, Secretary 

Mark Olson, Financial Secretary 

Kristen Anderson 

Eric Carlson 

Dave Hering 

Kathleen Kean 

Kevin Kreutter 

Pierson Oliver 

Taryn Walsh 

 

 

Committees Chairperson 

Altar Guild Marie Breitenbach 

Faith Formation Committee Bev Hjorth 

Intern Committee  Kristen Anderson 

Social Ministry Committee Janice Sniffen 

Nomination Committee  Taryn Walsh 

Worship & Music Committee John Christiansen 

Finance Committee  Eric Haugen  

Audit Committee  Eric Haugen 

Usher Committee  Dan Ries & Andy Airasian 

Transition Committee Peter Hedlund & Sandy Walker 
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