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     elcome to ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

 

SUNDAY SERVICES 

9:30am | Service with Holy Communion in   

                 Nave and Online 

10:30am | Coffee Hour

LIVESTREAMING  

Worship is streamed on the St. Paul 

Lutheran Facebook page. A Facebook 

account is not necessary to stream, 

however, without a Facebook account 

the stream works on a computer browser 

only and not on a phone. 

 

SERVING THE COMMUNITY TODAY ARE: 

Jennifer Parker and Lydia Zuehsow, Altar Guild 

Eric Haugen, Lector 

Piercen Oliver, Deacon 

Peter Schmidt, Cantor 

Andy Airasian and Dan Ries, Ushers 

Holly Schmidt, Livestream Broadcast 

Peter and Hollie Schmidt & Lisa Chiulli Lay, Coffee Guild 
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When the instruction for standing * appears, please stand as you are able and as seems comfortable. 

 At the ☩, you may make the sign of the cross, which reminds us of our baptism. 

 The congregational responses are printed in bold. 

GATHERING 

PRELUDE 

Sonata in D minor, No. 102   Padre Antonio Soler (1729-1783) 

* THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia! 

 

In the name of ☩ the One 

who was, who is, and who is to come. 

Amen. 

 

Baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection, 

and called to live the baptized life, 

let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 

 

Water may be poured before or during the thanksgiving. 

 

Holy God, 

we give you thanks for the waters of baptism, 

waters that make a people your own, 

that restore to wholeness, 

and empower us to be witnesses in your name. 

Baptized into you, O Living One, 

make us one as you are one. 

 

We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, 

waters that strengthen believers 

and give new life to beloved servants of your church; 

waters that extend your boundless love 

and cross barriers of our own making. 

Baptized into you, O Living One, 

make us one as you are one. 
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We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, 

waters that open the hearts of believers 

and give a voice in the night to those in captivity; 

waters that set your people on a new path, 

rejoicing in the Spirit’s power. 

Baptized into you, O Living One, 

make us one as you are one. 

 

Grant us grace, love, and life, O Living One, 

that our every day is shaped by these waters 

that give us our very lives in you. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, the Crucified and Risen One. 

Amen. 

* GATHERING HYMN 

“Blessing and Honor” ELW 854  

 



 

5 
   

 

* GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit  

be with you all. 

And also with you. 
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* KYRIE 

 

* HYMN OF PRAISE  
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* PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty God, your blessed Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, ascended far above all heavens 

that he might fill all things. Mercifully give us faith to trust that, as he promised, he abides 

with us on earth to the end of time, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

FIRST READING   Acts 1:1—11 

Before he is lifted into heaven, Jesus promises that the missionary work of the disciples will spread 

out from Jerusalem to all the world. His words provide an outline of the book of Acts. 

uke writes:]  In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and 

teach  until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions 

through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen.  After his suffering he 

presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them during 

forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God.  While staying with them, he ordered 

them not to leave Jerusalem but to wait there for the promise of the Father. “This,” he 

said, “is what you have heard from me;  for John baptized with water, but you will be 

baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 

   So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you 

will restore the kingdom to Israel?”  He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or 

periods that the Father has set by his own authority.  But you will receive power when the 

Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea 

and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  When he had said this, as they were watching, 

he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight.  While he was going and they 

were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They 

said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has 

been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into 

heaven.” 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

  

L 
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PSALM  Psalm 47 

 

       Clap your hands, | all you peoples; 

  shout to God with a | joyful sound. 

  For the Lord Most High is | to be feared: 

  a great king over | all the earth, 

     who subdues the | peoples under us, 

  and the nations un- | der our feet; 

  who chooses our inheri- | tance for us, 

  the pride of Jacob, | whom God loves.  

  God has gone up | with a shout, 

  the Lord with the sound | of the ram’s horn. 

  Sing praises to | God, sing praises; 

  sing praises to our | king, sing praises.  

  For God is king of | all the earth; 

  sing praises | with a song. 

  God reigns o- | ver the nations; 

  God is en- | throned on high. 

  The nobles of the peoples have gathered as the people of the | God of Abraham. 

  The rulers of the earth belong to God, who is high- | ly exalted.    

SECOND READING   Ephesians 1:15—23 

The risen and exalted Christ reigns over the entire universe. The author of Ephesians prays that we 

are given the wisdom to know the power of the risen Christ and the empowering hope that the 

knowledge of this inheritance provides. 

 have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for 

this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers, that 

the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and 

revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you 

may perceive what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his 

glorious inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his 

power for us who believe, according to the working of his great power. God put this 

power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right 

hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion 

and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. And 

he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the 

church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

I 



 

9 
   

* GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 

 

* GOSPEL Luke 24:44—53 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord.  

esus said to the eleven and those with them,] “These are my words that I spoke to you 

while I was still with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the 

prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to understand 

the scriptures, and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to 

rise from the dead on the third day and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be 

proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of 

these things. And see, I am sending upon you what my Father promised, so stay here in 

the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.” 

  Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. 

While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into 

heaven. And they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, and they were 

continually in the temple blessing God. 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

CHILDREN’S TIME  Vicar Sam Menapace  

SERMON     Vicar Sam Menapace 

  

J 
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* HYMN OF THE DAY 

“Lord, You Give the Great Commission”   ELW 579 
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* APOSTLES’ CREED 

In response to the gospel, let us confess the faith of the church: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

was buried; he descended into hell. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 

heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 

and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the church, the world, 

and all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 

God of empowerment, you have blessed the church with art, poetry, and music. Inspire 

leaders and congregations to seek more ways to be your creative hands and feet on earth. 

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

God of abundance, your love can be seen in each plant, each creature, and every 

landscape. Nurture crops as they develop. Protect new animal life. Restore habitats 

destroyed by natural disaster or human neglect. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

God of the nations, you are enthroned above all. Bring an end to divisions that break 

down the human family. Enable cooperation between governments and international 

organizations to pursue peace and equity. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
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God of compassion, you console all who are hurting. Help us recognize the deep hurts of 

grief, loneliness, broken relationships, and trauma in our midst. Guide us in caring for 

one another, especially Dan, Irving, Lynn, Meredith, Naomi, Paul, and Susan. Hear us, O 

God. Your mercy is great. 

God of change, you promised to be with your disciples as they faced an unknown future. 

Amid graduations and other transitions, sustain your people with your presence and 

love. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

God of life, we give you thanks for the lives and examples of our beloved siblings in 

Christ. Nourish and deepen our shared faith in your promises. Hear us, O God. Your 

mercy is great. 

We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that you are always with 

us; in the name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen. 

* PEACE        (Keep your hands close together or make the peace sign if you’d rather not pass the peace with touch) 

 The peace of Christ be with you always.  

 And also with you.  

MEAL 

OFFERING 

You may give an offering through the Givelify app by scanning this QR code:   

 

* OFFERING PRAYER 

Risen One, you have gathered us around your table of grace along with these gifts we 

bring. Come among us again, breathe your life into us, and enliven us with this meal, 

that we may live as your risen body in the world. 

Amen. 

* GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our 

Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in 

dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, with Mary 

Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth and sea and all 

their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your 

name and join their unending hymn: 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 

it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this 

for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 

of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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* LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

  who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

       forever and ever. Amen. 

COMMUNION 

All are welcome to receive the bread and the wine. Gluten free wafers are available on request.  

Both wine (red) and grape juice (white) are available in each tray. 

Come forward in the center aisle starting at the front of the church.  The pastors will motion the first 

people forward. 
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COMMUNION HYMN 

“Day of Arising”   ELW 374  

 

* TABLE BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in  

his grace. 

Amen. 
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* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

Living One, 

in this feast you have made yourself known to us. 

Send us now to tell of your wonders, 

sing of your glory, 

and proclaim your risen life 

to a wounded and weary world. 

Amen. 

SENDING 

* BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.  

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

* SENDING HYMN 

“The Risen Christ”   ELW 390 
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DISMISSAL 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord 

Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE          

Sonata in D major, No. 84 Padre Antonio Soler (1729-1783) 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS and  

UPCOMING HAPPENINGS  

at SAINT PAUL 

 

 

THE CAT SURVEY – Planning Our Future Together! 

The Congregational Assessment Tool (CAT) – Planning our Future Together! 

We are inviting the St. Paul community – active members and friends – to complete a 

Congregational Assessment Tool (CAT) survey, an on-line instrument that will help leaders 

gauge the strength, vitality, and trends in our church. The information gained from this 

assessment will be valuable in helping the leaders of St. Paul as they make decisions about the 

future of our church. 

The survey is open to confirmands and older in the St. Paul community who are invested in its 

future. Please answer individually to tell us about your experience and priorities for our church. 

You will find the link in the letter you received. There will also be a link and the QR Code at 

bulletin table on Sunday. We will also be following up with several emails that will also include 

the link and QR Code. 

Paper copies will be available after the service on June 1, 8, 15, and 22. The survey closes on  

June 23.  

Please do not discuss the survey or your answers with others as this may influence their 

answers. All answers are strictly anonymous. We have no way of matching any assessment to a 

particular person, so please feel free to candidly share your perceptions, opinions and 

experiences. Our future together is dependent on your participation and honest answers. 

For further information or questions, please contact Sandy Walker sbwalker127@gmail.com or 

513-373-7782. 

Many thanks, 

The CAT Team:  

Nicole Rura, Hollie Schmidt, Lionel Goulet, Marie Breitenbach, Rob Badzey, Sandy Walker 

ST. PAUL SUMMER RETREAT WEEKEND AT CAMP CALUMET | August 22-24 

Calumet Retreat! St. Paul Calumet Retreat.  Weekend of August 22-24.  This is an annual 

tradition to relax, reflect, and reconnect with each other in the beautiful environment of Camp 

Calumet on Lake Ossipee in New Hampshire.  All are welcome to join us for this weekend! 

Register using this form: https://rb.gy/mi7doh 

  

mailto:sbwalker127@gmail.com
https://rb.gy/mi7doh
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SUMMER FAITH FORMTION OPPORTUNITY | Vacation Bible School with First Waltham 

Children ages 3 years old - 5th grade are invited to join First Lutheran in Waltham's 

weeklong Vacation Bible School program from July 7-11, 2025. This year's theme is 

"Road Trip." For more information, check out the registration form (see QR code). If 

you have questions, please talk to Vicar Sam. 

 

000 
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                         www.stpaularlington.org | 781-646-7773 

 

Staff 

The Reverend Don Larsen, Transition Pastor 

Samantha Menapace, Vicar 

Ana Zecic Jeffers, Director of Music 

Paul Ricci, Business Administrator 

Sarah Carter, Children, Youth and Families Director 

Jennifer White, Parish Administrator  

Dennis O’Brien, Church Property Manager 

 

 

Church Council and Officers 

Kerri Frick, President 

Sandy Walker, Vice President 

Eric Haugen, Treasurer 

Elizabeth Heichler, Secretary 

Mark Olson, Financial Secretary 

Kristen Anderson 

Eric Carlson 

Dave Hering 

Kathleen Kean 

Kevin Kreutter 

Pierson Oliver 

Taryn Walsh 

 

 

Committees Chairperson 

Altar Guild Marie Breitenbach 

Faith Formation Committee Bev Hjorth 

Intern Committee  Kristen Anderson 

Social Ministry Committee Janice Sniffen 

Nomination Committee  Taryn Walsh 

Worship & Music Committee John Christiansen 

Finance Committee  Eric Haugen  

Audit Committee  Eric Haugen 

Usher Committee  Dan Ries & Andy Airasian 

Transition Committee Peter Hedlund & Sandy Walker 
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