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W         elcome to ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

We are happy you have joined us for worship today. Wherever you are on your journey with or toward 

God, you are welcome here—you are a blessing to this assembly.  

We welcome all who are seeking God’s love and grace. We welcome all because God welcomes all, 

regardless of race or culture, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, or relationship 

status. We welcome all without regard to addictions, physical or mental health, imprisonment, socio-

economic circumstances, or anything that too often divides us. Our unity is in Christ. 

Lutherans believe, teach, and confess that in, with, and under the bread and wine in Holy Communion 

we receive the true Body and Blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, for the forgiveness of sin, life, 

and salvation. All who are drawn in faith are welcome to join in this confession and receive the 

Sacrament. 

We invite and encourage your full participation in our worship this morning. With this service bulletin 

you can follow and participate in this morning’s liturgy.  

New to St. Paul? Ready to make it your own? Questions about St. Paul, including transferring 

membership from another Lutheran church, or for beginning the process for baptism, confirmation, 

reception, or transferring from one of the other Christian traditions, may be directed to the Church 

Office at 781-646-7773 or parishadmin@stpaularlington.org. 

 

 

 

SUNDAY SERVICES 

9:30am | Service with Holy Communion  

                 in Nave and Online 

10:30am | Coffee Hour

LIVESTREAMING Worship is streamed on 

the St. Paul Lutheran Facebook page. A 

Facebook account is not necessary to stream, 

however, without a Facebook account the 

stream works on a computer browser only 

and not on a phone. 

 

SERVING THE COMMUNITY TODAY ARE: 

Marie Breitenbach and Geneva Carter, Altar Guild 

Marie Breitenbach, Lector 

Kevin Kruetter, Deacon 

Leila Topi, Cantor 

Andy Airasian and Dan Ries, Ushers 

Matt Carter, Livestream Broadcast 

Peter and Hollie Schmidt & Lisa Chiulli Lay, Coffee Guild 

 

 

Cover Art: 

 Farid De La Arrieta originally from Colombia  

 

mailto:parishadmin@stpaularlington.org
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When the instruction for standing * appears, please stand as you are able and as seems comfortable. 

 At the ☩, you may make the sign of the cross, which reminds us of our baptism. 

 The congregational responses are printed in bold. 

GATHERING 

PRELUDE 

Veilchen (Violet)  Dora Pejacevic (1885-1923) 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 

begins. 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Merciful God, 

you free us to love others, 

but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way. 

You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, 

but we turn away from the abundant life you offer. 

You surround us with patience, kindness, and generosity, 

but we grow weary in doing what is right. 

In your mercy, forgive us. 

Do not give up on us. 

Heal us, break our bonds, 

and show us the path of life. 

Amen. 

You belong to Christ Jesus 

and you are God’s children through faith. 

In the cross of ☩ Christ, 

and through the power of the Holy Spirit, 

your sins are forgiven. 

Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation. 
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Amen. 

* GATHERING HYMN 

“Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God Almighty”  ELW 413 
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* GREETING 
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit  

be with you all. 

And also with you. 

* KYRIE 

 

  



 
 

7 
   

* HYMN OF PRAISE   
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* PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory, eternal Three-in-One, and 

we praise your power, majestic One-in-Three. Keep us steadfast in this faith, defend us in 

all adversity, and bring us at last into your presence, where you live in endless joy and 

love, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

FIRST READING   Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31 

In the Bible, wisdom is portrayed in terms sometimes human and sometimes divine. Often, wisdom 

is personified as feminine. In this passage, Woman Wisdom is depicted not only as the first creation 

of God, but also as God’s helper, rejoicing in God’s creation, especially in human beings. 

oes not wisdom call 

and understanding raise her voice? 

 On the heights, beside the way, 

  at the crossroads she takes her stand; 

 beside the gates in front of the town, 

  at the entrance of the portals she cries out: 

 “To you, O people, I call, 

  and my cry is to all who live. 

 

 “The Lord created me at the beginning of his work, 

 the first of his acts of long ago. 

 Ages ago I was set up, 

 at the first, before the beginning of the earth. 

 When there were no depths I was brought forth, 

 when there were no springs abounding with water. 

 Before the mountains had been shaped, 

 before the hills, I was brought forth, 

 when he had not yet made earth and fields 

 or the world’s first bits of soil. 

 When he established the heavens, I was there; 

 when he drew a circle on the face of the deep, 

 when he made firm the skies above, 

 when he established the fountains of the deep, 

 when he assigned to the sea its limit, 

 so that the waters might not transgress his command, 

 when he marked out the foundations of the earth, 

 then I was beside him, like a master worker, 

 and I was daily his delight, 

  playing before him always, 

D 
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 playing in his inhabited world 

 and delighting in the human race.  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

PSALM  Psalm 8 

 

    O | Lord our Lord, 

  how majestic is your name in | all the earth!— 

  you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the mouths of in- | fants and   

    children; 

  you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the foe | and avenger.  

 When I consider your heavens, the work | of your fingers, 

  the moon and the stars you have set | in their courses, 

 what are mere mortals that you should be mind- | ful of them, 

  human beings that you should | care for them?  

 Yet you have made them little less | than divine; 

  with glory and hon- | or you crown them. 

 You have made them rule over the works | of your hands; 

  you have put all things un- | der their feet: 

 all | flocks and cattle, 

  even the wild beasts | of the field, 

 the birds of the air, the fish | of the sea, 

  and whatever passes along the paths | of the sea. 

 O | Lord our Lord, 

  how majestic is your name in | all the earth!      

SECOND READING   Romans 5:1-5 

Paul describes the life of faith with reference to God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit. Even now, we have 

peace with God through Jesus, and our hope for the future is grounded in the love of God that we 

experience through Christ’s Holy Spirit. 

herefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 

Jesus Christ,  through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand, 

and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God.  And not only that, but we also 

boast in our afflictions, knowing that affliction produces endurance, and endurance 

produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not put us to shame, 

T 
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because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been 

given to us. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

* GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 

* GOSPEL John 16:12-15 

The holy gospel according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord.  

esus said,] “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When 

the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his 

own but will speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to 

come.  He will glorify me because he will take what is mine and declare it to you. All that 

the Father has is mine. For this reason I said that he will take what is mine and declare it 

to you.”  

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

CHILDREN’S TIME  Pastor Don Larsen 

SERMON     Pastor Don Larsen 

  

J 
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* HYMN OF THE DAY 

“Come, Gracious Spirit, Heavenly Dove”   ELW 404 

 

* NICENE CREED  

In response to the gospel, let us confess the faith of the church: 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Drawn into the embrace of the holy Trinity, we lift our prayers for the wholeness of the 

church, the world, and all creation. 

A brief silence. 

Abiding God, your love pours into your whole church, creating faith and bestowing hope. 

Fill all the baptized with these good gifts in our various callings. Gather your church in 

every place and expression into the unity of your Spirit. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Creating God, your name is majestic in all the earth, and we are filled with awe at your 

creation. Renew this planet and all its wonders: springs abounding with water, earth and 

soil, beasts of the field, birds of the air, and fish of the sea. God of grace, hear our prayer. 
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Sovereign God, you delight in the whole human race. On this week of Juneteenth, bring 

an end to racial oppression and heal the wounds of racial trauma. Grant us your wisdom, 

so that all people, especially those in authority, work for the life and freedom of others. 

God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Compassionate God, your mindful care for us is everlasting. Give peace to all who are 

troubled, endurance to all who suffer, deliverance to all who are afflicted, and healing to 

all who are sick, especially Dan, Irving, Jim, Lynn, Meredith, Naomi, Paul, and Susan. 

God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Living God, your glory appears in our shared life. On this Father’s Day, give to all fathers 

and father figures gentle hearts and strong spirits, heal the wounds in our families, and 

comfort those for whom this day brings pain. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Steadfast God, your presence never wavers. Guide us during this time of transition and 

discernment. As the search for a new pastor continues, bless the transition team and all 

who have taken on extra responsibilities and fill them with a sense of your love and 

presence. God of grace, hear our prayer.     

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Eternal God, your hope does not disappoint. We give you thanks for all who have died in 

the hope of the resurrection, especially the Emanuel Nine, martyrs. Hold us in our grief, 

and bring us at last to fullness of life in you. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

Gather all our prayers in your mercy, O God, through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 

* PEACE        Keep your hands close together or make the peace sign if you’d rather not pass the peace with touch. 

 The peace of Christ be with you always.  

 And also with you.  

MEAL 

OFFERING 

You may give an offering through the Givelify app by scanning this QR code:   
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* OFFERING PRAYER 

Risen One, you have gathered us around your table of grace along with these gifts we 

bring. Come among us again, breathe your life into us, and enliven us with this meal, 

that we may live as your risen body in the world. 

Amen. 
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* GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

You reveal your glory as the glory of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit: equal in 

majesty, undivided in splendor, one Lord, one God, ever to be adored in your eternal 

glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of 

heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 



 
 

16 
   

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 

it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this 

for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This 

cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 

of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

* LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

  who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

       forever and ever. Amen. 

COMMUNION 

All are welcome to receive the bread and the wine. Gluten free wafers are available on request.  

Both wine (red) and grape juice (white) are available in each tray. 

Come forward in the center aisle starting at the front of the church.  The pastors will motion the first 

people forward. 
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COMMUNION HYMN 

“Now We Join In Celebration”   ELW 462 
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POST COMMUNION CANTICLE 
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* BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in  

his grace. 

Amen. 

* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

Living One, 

in this feast you have made yourself known to us. 

Send us now to tell of your wonders, 

sing of your glory, 

and proclaim your risen life 

to a wounded and weary world. 

Amen. 

SENDING 

* BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.  

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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* SENDING HYMN 

“Source and Sovereign, Rock and Cloud”   ACS 947 
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DISMISSAL 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord 

Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE          

Papillon (Butterfly)   Dora Pejacevic: (1885-1923) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS and UPCOMING HAPPENINGS  

at SAINT PAUL 

 

ARLINGTON EATS JUNE NEEDS  

We are officially into the summer season and EATS is busier than ever.  

Since Summer Lunches take place in July and August, we will collect things we need for that 

program in June & July. We also are asking for some items for the Market. Thank you for your 

support! 

Summer Spotlight Items: 

 Goldfish (1-1.5oz packs) - cheddar 

 Pirate’s Booty (0.5oz packs) 

 Granola bars - Made Good (bars and bites) or Nature Valley 

 Mac & Cheese - Annie’s 

 Cereal - Cheerios is a favo 

 Condiments (think summer BBQ) 

 Soy Sauce 

POTENTIAL SUMMER BIBLE STUDY 

We are looking to start a regular Bible Study for our members over the 

summer. Think you might be interested?  Let us know here: 
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HAVE YOU TAKEN YOUR SEAT ON THE CAT TRAIN? 

NOW IS THE TIME to share your story. We need to know how you think and feel about your 

experiences at St. Paul. We are asking you for 20 minutes of your time to help shape the future 

of our church. HOW ABOUT MAKING IT A PRIORITY TODAY? If you haven’t already shared 

your perspectives by participating in this important process, please take the time today to 

complete the CAT Survey. 

If you need a paper copy, they are available on the table outside the sanctuary or call the church 

office and one can be mailed to you.  

If you have questions, please contact Sandy Walker at sbwalker127@gmail.com or 513-373-7782.  

Your perspectives are important to us.  

Our sincere thanks, Hollie Schmidt, Lionel Goulet, Marie Breitenbach, Nicole Rura, Rob Badzey 

and Sandy Walker 

ST. PAUL SUMMER RETREAT WEEKEND AT CAMP CALUMET | August 22-24 

Calumet Retreat! St. Paul Calumet Retreat.  Weekend of August 22-24.  This is an annual 

tradition to relax, reflect, and reconnect with each other in the beautiful environment of Camp 

Calumet on Lake Ossipee in New Hampshire.  All are welcome to join us for this weekend! 

Register using this form: https://rb.gy/mi7doh 

SUMMER FAITH FORMTION OPPORTUNITY | Vacation Bible School with First Waltham 

Children ages 3 years old - 5th grade are invited to join First Lutheran in Waltham's 

weeklong Vacation Bible School program from July 7-11, 2025. This year's theme is 

"Road Trip." For more information, check out the registration form (see QR code). If 

yo u have questions, please talk to Vicar Sam. 

  

https://rb.gy/mi7doh
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                         www.stpaularlington.org | 781-646-7773 

 

Staff 

The Reverend Don Larsen, Transition Pastor 

Samantha Menapace, Vicar 

Ana Zecic Jeffers, Director of Music 

Paul Ricci, Business Administrator 

Sarah Carter, Children, Youth and Families Director 

Jennifer White, Parish Administrator  

Dennis O’Brien, Church Property Manager 

 

 

Church Council and Officers 

Kerri Frick, President 

Sandy Walker, Vice President 

Eric Haugen, Treasurer 

Elizabeth Heichler, Secretary 

Mark Olson, Financial Secretary 

Kristen Anderson 

Eric Carlson 

Dave Hering 

Kathleen Kean 

Kevin Kreutter 

Pierson Oliver 

Taryn Walsh 

 

 

Committees Chairperson 

Altar Guild Marie Breitenbach 

Faith Formation Committee Bev Hjorth 

Intern Committee  Kristen Anderson 

Social Ministry Committee Janice Sniffen 

Nomination Committee  Taryn Walsh 

Worship & Music Committee John Christiansen 

Finance Committee  Eric Haugen  

Audit Committee  Eric Haugen 

Usher Committee  Dan Ries & Andy Airasian 

Transition Committee Peter Hedlund & Sandy Walker 
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