FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT
8:15am and 10:30am.

March 22, 2026

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH



chome to ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH

We are happy you have joined us for worship today. Wherever you are on your journey with or toward
God, you are welcome here—you are a blessing to this assembly. We welcome all who are seeking God’s
love and grace. We welcome all because God welcomes all, regardless of race or culture, sexual orientation,
gender identity, gender expression, or relationship status.

We welcome all without regard to addictions, physical or mental health, imprisonment, socio-economic
circumstances, or anything that too often divides us. Our unity is in Christ.

Lutherans believe, teach, and confess that in, with, and under the bread and wine in Holy Communion we
receive the true Body and Blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, for the forgiveness of sin, life, and
salvation. All who are drawn in faith are welcome to join in this confession and receive the Sacrament.

We invite and encourage your full participation in our worship this morning. With this service bulletin
you can follow and participate in this morning’s liturgy.

New to St. Paul? If you have questions or want more information, please fill out a

newcomer form with the QR code at the right. Questions about transferring membership from
another Lutheran church, or for beginning the process for baptism, confirmation, membership,
or transferring from one of the other Christian traditions, may be directed to the Church Office

at 781-646-7773 or parishadmin@stpaularlington.org.

W)

SUNDAY SERVICE LIVESTREAMING

8:15am | Holy Communion Worship is streamed on the St. Paul Lutheran

9:00am | Choir Practice Arlington Facebook page. A Facebook account

9:30am | Education Hour with Sunday School, Adult is not necessary to stream, however, without a
Forum, Confirmation Facebook account the stream works on a

10:30am | Holy Communion & livestreamed computer browser only and not on a phone.

11:30am | Coffee Hour in Goodman Fellowship Hall

SERVING THE COMMUNITY TODAY: Today's Cover Art

Mar‘ie Breitenbach and Kelli Oliver The woodcut on today’s bulletin cover is
&‘Klm Fechtel, Altar Guild “Vision of the Valley of Dry Bones' 1920.
Ainsley and Jud S., Acolytes Woodcut Joseph Budko (1888 - 1940)

Josh Davis, Lector Budko was born in Plonsk, Poland.
Peter Schmidt, Cantor

Kevin Kreutter, Deacon

Andy Airasian and Dan Ries, Ushers

Hollie Schmidt & Mat Carter, Livestream Broadcast Team
Peter and Hollie Schmidt & Lisa Chiulli Lay, Coffee Guild
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When the instruction for standing * appears, please stand as you are able and as seems comfortable.
At the &, you may make the sign of the cross, which reminds us of our baptism.
The congregational responses are printed in bold.

GATHERING

PRELUDE
Sonata in B flat major, L. 497 D. Scarlatti (1685-1757)

WELCOME

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

In the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection.

To you, O God,

all hearts are open, to you all desires known. We come to you, confessing our sins. Forgive us
in your mercy, and remember us in your love. Show us your ways; teach us your paths; and
lead us in justice and truth, for the sake of your goodness in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

The presiding minister announces God'’s forgiveness with these or similar words.

By water and the Holy Spirit God gives you a new birth, and through the death and resurrection
of F Jesus Christ, God forgives you all your sins. The God of mercy and might strengthen you in
all goodness and keep you in eternal life.

Amen.

*GATHERING HYMN
“Jesus Is a Rock in a Weary Land" ELW 333

n . Refrain — All

ey
| ! | 1 . . — .
. e i i e e
| - | 1 b I 174 I I - | 1)
) — ' ' ' I  S—— I r
Je-sus is a rock in a wea-ry land, a wea-ry land, a
0 b ! — | =
S . e 4
I - I Y I |
J ] ——
wea - 1y land; my Je - sus is a rock in a



\EHA

e e e

~ ! = ¥ ! -] =

wea - ry land, a shel - ter in the time of storm.
n | Leader or All
Yy D L | | N
i e oo —p-p S —
F ——— =

1 No one can do like Je - sus, not a
When Je - sus was on earth, . . . .. .. the
3 Yon - der comes my Sav - or, him . .

Obs
e e s T T e S e —f—
ANV | | | | 1/ | | | |
J | | - e | | 1

mum-bling word he  said; he went walk-ing down to  Laz-

flesh was ver -y weak; .. he took a towel and gird-

whom I love so  well; .. he has the palm of Vvic-
n . Refrain

| I i i |
I ———— —
1) I | - e O
r— —
- a-rus’ grave, and he raised him from the dead.

ed him - self and he washed his dis-ci - ples’ feet.
- to - 1y and the keys of death and hell.

Text: African American spiritual
Music: WEARY LAND, African American spiritual

*GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with

you all. And also with you.

*KYRIE (10:30 only)
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. Breathe upon us
the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ and serve you in
righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD
FIRST READING Ezekiel 37:1-14

A reading from the prophet Ezekiel.

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set me
down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all around them; there were very
many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” 1
answered, “O Lord God, you know.” Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to
them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause
breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you and will cause flesh to come upon
you and cover you with skin and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that I
am the Lord.”

So I prophesied as I had been commanded, and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a
rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them,
and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them, but there was no breath in them.
Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says
the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may
live.” I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and
stood on their feet, a vast multitude.

Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones
are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” Therefore prophesy and say to them:
Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves and bring you up from your graves, O
my people, and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the Lord
when I open your graves and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I will put my spirit
within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I,
the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM (sung at 10:30) Psalm 23
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Out ' of the depths
I cry to ! you, O Lord;

O Lord, ' hear my voice!
Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my ' supplication.

If you were to keep watch ! over sins,
O Lord, ' who could stand?

Yet with you ' is forgiveness,
in order that you ' may be feared.

I wait for you, O Lord; ' my soul waits;
in your word ' is my hope.

My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch ' for the morning,
more than those who keep watch ' for the morning,.

O Israel, wait for the Lord, for with the Lord there is ! steadfast love;
with the Lord there is plen- ' teous redemption.

For the Lord shall ' redeem Israel

from ' all their sins.

SECOND READING Romans 8:6-11
A reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans.

To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For this
reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law —indeed,
it cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone
who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, then the
body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who
raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give life

to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



* GRADUAL HYMN
“On My Heart Imprint You
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Text: Thomas H. Kingo, 1634—1703; tr. Peer O. Strémmme, 1856-1921, alt.
Music: DER AM KREUZ, Johann B. Kénig, 1691-1758
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* GOSPEL John 11:1-45
The Holy Gospel according to Saint John, the 11th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. Mary
was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother
Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” But when
Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather, it is for God’s glory, so that the
Son of God may be glorified through it.” Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister
and Lazarus, after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where
he was.

Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” The disciples said to him,
“Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?” Jesus
answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not
stumble because they see the light of this world. But those who walk at night stumble because the
light is not in them.” After saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I
am going there to awaken him.” The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be
all right.” Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was
referring merely to sleep. Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. For your sake I am glad
I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” Thomas, who was called the Twin,
said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. Now
Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many of the Jews had come to Martha
and Mary to console them about their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she
went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here,
my brother would not have died. But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask
of him.” Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” Martha said to him, “I know that he will
rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life.
Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in
me will never die. Do you believe this?” She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the
Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.”

When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary and told her privately, “The
Teacher is here and is calling for you.” And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to
him. Now Jesus had not yet come to the village but was still at the place where Martha had met
him. The Jews who were with her in the house consoling her saw Mary get up quickly and go out.
They followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. When
Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had
been here, my brother would not have died.” When Jesus saw her weeping and the Jews who
came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He said,
“Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” Jesus began to weep. So the
Jews said, “See how he loved him!” But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of
the blind man have kept this man from dying?”



Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying
against it. Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him,
“Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” Jesus said to her, “Did I not
tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?” So they took away the stone. And
Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. I knew that you always
hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that
you sent me.” When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead
man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus

said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”

Many of the Jews, therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did believed in

him.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE AND SERMON

Pastor Don Larsen
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*HYMN OF THE DAY
"Christ Is the Life"
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Text: Susan Palo Cherwien, b. 1953
Music: COE FEN, Kenneth Naylor, 1931-1991

*APOSTLE’S CREED

In trust and hope, let us confess the faith of the church:

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried; he descended into hell. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
As is our custom, please face one another across the center aisle. The deacon invites us to prayer and offers
the first intercession. As you are moved to pray, you are invited to pray any of the following intercessions

aloud.

Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world and its

needs.
A brief silence.

We pray for the church. Grant life and peace to all who gather in your name. Breathe into us so
that we may share your message of forgiveness, hope, and love. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is
great.

We pray for creation. Renew landscapes that have dried up, prosper the work of those who
restore homes and habitats after natural disasters, and sustain places where biodiversity thrives
such as Mystic River Watershed. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We pray for the nations. Unbind leaders trapped by fear to act boldly for justice, free all who live
in places of war and violence, and guide refugees and asylum seekers to safety. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.

11



We pray for all people in need. Take away the stone of poverty that weighs down so many.
Console any who weep and heal all who are sick especially Bobby, Dan, George, Jim, Lynn,
Meredith, Naomi, Paul, Roberta, and Susan. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

We pray for this assembly. Ready the hearts and spirits of all preparing to be baptized. Deepen
our wonder at the mystery of your resurrection and life. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

We offer our thanksgiving for all people who have died in faith. Give us faith to trust in your
power to redeem and save, and bring us up from our graves to life in you. Hear us, O God. Your
mercy is great.

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.
Amen.

*PEACE
Keep your hands close together or make the peace sign if you'd rather not pass the peace with touch.

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING

You may give an offering through the Givelify app by scanning this QR code.
You may also make an offering by placing a gift in the offering plate, which is in the narthex.

ANTHEM

Wondrous Love Traditional-Arranged by Alice Parker and Robert Shaw
1. What wondrous love is this, 3. To God and to the Lamb,

O my soul, O my soul! I will sing, I will sing;

What wondrous love is this, O my soul! To God and to the Lamb I will sing.

What wondrous love is this To God and to the Lamb

that caused the Lord of bliss Who is the great “I Am”;

To bear the dreadful curse While millions join the theme,

for my soul, for my soul, I will sing, I will sing;

To bear the dreadful curse for my soul. While millions join the theme, I will sing.
2. When I was sinking down, 4. And when from death I'm free,

sinking down, sinking down, I'll sing on, I'll sing on;

When I was sinking down, sinking down, And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on.
When I was sinking down And when from death I'll free,

beneath God’s righteous frown, I'll sing and joyful be,

Christ laid aside His crown And through eternity

for my soul, for my soul, I'll sing on, I'll sing on,

Christ laid aside His crown for my soul. And through eternity I'll sing on
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*OFFERTORY SONG
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MEAL

* OFFERTORY PRAYER

O God, maker of heaven and earth,

your steadfast love embraces all creation.

You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth
and bring forth its bounty.

Through these gifts of bread and wine,

draw us into the death and life of your Son,
who calls us to bear witness to his saving work.
We ask this in Jesus’ name.

Amen.
* GREAT THANKSGIVING
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.

You call your people to cleanse their hearts

and prepare with joy for the paschal feast,

that, renewed in the gift of baptism,

we may come to the fullness of your grace.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Presiding minister sings:
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THE COMMUNION

All are welcome to receive the bread and the wine. Gluten free wafers are available on request. Both wine and grape
juice are available in each tray; the wine is red and the grape juice is white.

Come forward in the center aisle starting at the front of the church. The pastors will motion the first people forward.
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*TABLE BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in

God’s grace. Amen.

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

God of our salvation,

we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls,
reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey.
Through the body and blood of your Son,

may we become Christ’s body in the world,

bearing witness to your love for all creation,

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

SENDING

*BLESSING

Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity:

God, who calls all things into existence,

Jesus Christ, who redeems us,

and the Holy Spirit, whose breath sustains creation,

*+ bless you now and always.

Amen.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
*SENDING HYMN
“Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing”
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1 Oh, for a thou-sand tongues to sing my great Re-deem-er’s praise,
2 My gra-cious Mas -ter and my God, as - sist me to pro - claim,
3 The name of Je - sus charms our fears and bids our sor-rows cease,
4 He speaks,and lis-t'ning to his voice,new life the dead re - ceive;
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the glo - ries of my God and king, the  tri-umphs of his grace!
to  spread through all the earth a-broad the hon-ors of your name.
sings mu - sic in the sin-ner’s ears, brings life and health and peace.
the mourn - ful, bro-ken hearts re - joice, the hum -ble poor be - lieve.
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5 Look unto him, your Savior own,
O fallen human race!
Look and be saved through faith alone,
be justified by grace!

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.
Music: AZMON, Carl G. Glaser, 1784-1829; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792-1872

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Believe the good news.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Sonata in B minor, L. 263
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6 To God all glory, praise, and love

be now and ever giv'n
by saints below and saints above,
the church in earth and heav’n.

D. Scarlatti (1685-1757)



--- ANNOUNCEMENTS and UPCOMING HAPPENINGS
at SAINT PAUL ---

ADULT FORUM | Faith Alone — Trusting the Guide

A traveler spent so much time staring at the map that he missed the road in front of him.
A guide told him, “Walk with me and I will take you there.”

Martin Luther believed the Christian life works something like that: salvation is not a route we calculate but
a promise we trust.

Join us for an Adult Forum exploring grace, faith, judgment, and the hope of resurrection. 9:30
AM in the Goodman Fellowship Hall. Questions? Josh Davis: joshdavis1956@gmail.com or 617
733 2555.

HOLDEN EVENING PRAYER AND SOUP SUPPERS | Wednesdays in Lent

Beginning on February 25, we gather for midweek Lenten prayer on five successive Wednesdays.
At 6PM, we share a simple meal of soup and conversation. We are happy to provide a meal, but
this is not a potluck dinner. However, if you wish to contribute something, please remember some
people are abstaining from certain things. Things like a small veggie platter, hummus, a jug of
cider, or bread would be great.

At 7PM, we sing Holden Evening Prayer in the sanctuary.

During these services, we will consider portions of Jesus' Sermon on the Mount and comments on
the Sermon by Dietrich Bonhoeffer in his book Discipleship.

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE

Palm Sunday —3/29 8:15 and 10:30 services

Maundy Thursday 4/2 — 6:00 Dinner Church

Good Friday 4/3 — 7:30 service

Easter Vigil 4/4 — 7:00 service.

Easter Sunday 4/5 — 8:15 and 10:30 services. Fellowship Hall Breakfast potluck from 9:00-10:30.
Pick up Hallelujah Chorus Choir for the 10:30 service will practice approx. from 10: 00-10:20.

ARLINGTON EATS | March needs

e Soy sauce e Pasta Sauce

e Boxed Mac & Cheese e Laundry Detergent
o Coffee (sheets are great!)

e Qil (esp olive oil) e Dish Soap

e Spices (ground ginger, garlic powder, cumin, paprika etc) e wipes

e Crackers

20


mailto:joshdavis1956@gmail.com

ST. PAUL BIBLE STUDY | Thursday Evenings, 7-8pm by Zoom

All are invited to join our bible study! We will gather on Thursday evenings on Zoom from 7-
8pm. Each week, we will study the upcoming Sunday's lectionary texts, which are the bible
readings we hear in worship. To access the readings and Zoom link, please see St. Paul's Weekly
Update email. If you are not a subscriber, you can sign up on our website or email Pastor Larsen
for the Bible Study Zoom link <stpaularlington.interim.pastor@gmail.com>.

SPRING POTLUCK EVENTS - Date changes
The Community meals that we have been sharing have been really lovely, and we want to make
sure that everyone can mark their calendars for our upcoming times.

April 5 (Easter Morning) 9:30am Potluck Breakfast
April 26 6:30pm Workshop for the Mystic River Community Mural.
May 30 5:00pm Concert in Sanctuary

6:00 pm Potluck Supper

THE COMING WEEK and BEYOND AT ST. PAUL

Thursday, March 19 7:30pm Bible study on zoom

Sunday, March 22 8:15am & 10:30am  Service of Holy Communion
9:00am Choir practice
9:30am All educational ministries
11:30am Coffee Hour

Wednesday, March 25 6:00pm Soup Supper — Fellowship Hall
7:00pm Holden Evening Prayer
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