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W      elcome to ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
We are happy you have joined us for worship today. Wherever you are on your journey with or toward 

God, you are welcome here—you are a blessing to this assembly. We welcome all who are seeking God’s 

love and grace. We welcome all because God welcomes all, regardless of race or culture, sexual orientation, 

gender identity, gender expression, or relationship status.  

We welcome all without regard to addictions, physical or mental health, imprisonment, socio-economic 

circumstances, or anything that too often divides us. Our unity is in Christ. 

Lutherans believe, teach, and confess that in, with, and under the bread and wine in Holy Communion we 

receive the true Body and Blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, for the forgiveness of sin, life, and 

salvation. All who are drawn in faith are welcome to join in this confession and receive the Sacrament. 

We invite and encourage your full participation in our worship this morning. With this service bulletin 

you can follow and participate in this morning’s liturgy.  

New to St. Paul? If you have questions or want more information, please fill out a 

newcomer form with the QR code at the right. Questions about transferring membership from 

another Lutheran church, or for beginning the process for baptism, confirmation, membership, 

or transferring from one of the other Christian traditions, may be directed to the Church Office 

at 781-646-7773 or parishadmin@stpaularlington.org. 

SUNDAY SERVICE 

8:15am | Holy Communion  

9:00am | Choir Practice 

9:30am | Education Hour with Sunday School, Adult                     

                 Forum, Confirmation 

10:30am | Holy Communion & livestreamed  

11:30am | Coffee Hour in Goodman Fellowship Hall 

LIVESTREAMING  

Worship is streamed on the St. Paul Lutheran 

Arlington Facebook page. A Facebook account 

is not necessary to stream, however, without a 

Facebook account the stream works on a 

computer browser only and not on a phone.

SERVING THE COMMUNITY TODAY:  

Jennifer Parker, Taryn Walsh & Kim Fechtel, Altar Guild  

Sinclair O. and Morgan B., Acolytes 

Allison and Isaac V., Lectors 

Peter Schmidt, Cantor 

Kevin Kreutter, Deacon 

Andy Airasian and Dan Ries, Ushers 

Hollie Schmidt & Mat Carter, Livestream Broadcast Team 

Peter and Hollie Schmidt & Lisa Chiulli Lay, Coffee Guild 

Musicians 

Mark Olson, trumpet 

Andy Airasian, trombone 

Jim VanDeventer. saxophone  

 

 

mailto:parishadmin@stpaularlington.org


 
  

PROCESSIONAL PSALM 10:30 only. We gather in the lower narthex. 
 
 I was glad when they said to me,  

“Let us go to the house of the LORD!”  
 Now our feet are standing  

within your gates, O Jerusalem.  

 How lovely is your dwelling place,  
O LORD of hosts!  

 My soul longs, indeed it faints  
for the courts of the LORD;  

my heart and my flesh sing for joy  
to the living God. 

 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem:  
“May they prosper who love you.  

 Peace be within your walls,  
and security within your towers.”  

 For the sake of my relatives and friends  
I will say, “Peace be within you.”  

 For the sake of the house of the LORD our God,  
I will seek your good. 

 Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the LORD. 
We bless you from the house of the LORD.  

 The LORD is God,  
and he has given us light.  

Bind the festal procession with branches,  
up to the horns of the altar. 

 You are my God, and I will give thanks to you;  
you are my God, I will extol you.  

 O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good,  
for his steadfast love endures forever. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

I was glad when they said to me,  
“Let us go to the house of the LORD! 
 

Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna to the Son of David. 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Let us pray. 
Mercifully assist us, O Lord God of our salvation, that we may enter with joy upon the contemplation of those 

mighty acts whereby you have given us life everlasting; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL Matthew 21:1-11 

When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two 

disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied and a 

colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs 

them.’ And he will send them immediately.” This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the 

prophet: 



 
  

 “Tell the daughter of Zion, 

 Look, your king is coming to you, 

  humble and mounted on a donkey, 

   and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 

The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey and the colt and put their 

cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut 

branches from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed 

were shouting, 

 “Hosanna to the Son of David! 

  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 

 Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 

 When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, “Who is this?”  The crowds were saying, 

“This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.” 

BLESSING OF PALMS 

The members of the congregation raise their branches. 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

We praise and thank you, O God, for the great acts of love by which you have redeemed us through your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. On this day he entered the holy city of Jerusalem in triumph, and was acclaimed Son of 

David and King of kings by those who scattered their garments and branches of palm in his path. 

We ask that you bless these branches and those who bear them, and grant that we may ever hail him as our 

Lord and King and follow him with perfect confidence; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

 



 
  

 

Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest! 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

As we now enter into the contemplation of the passion of our Lord Jesus Christ and meditate on the salvation 

of the world through his sufferings, death, burial, and resurrection, let us pray. Silence is kept. 

Sovereign God, you have established your rule in the human heart through the servanthood of Jesus Christ. By 

your Spirit, keep us in the joyful procession of those who with their tongues confess Jesus as Lord and with 



 
  

their lives praise him as Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

WORD 

FIRST READING  Isaiah 50:4-9a 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah. 

The Lord God has given me 

  the tongue of a teacher, 

 that I may know how to sustain 

  the weary with a word. 

 Morning by morning he wakens— 

  wakens my ear 

  to listen as those who are taught. 

 The Lord God has opened my ear, 

  and I was not rebellious, 

  I did not turn backward. 

 I gave my back to those who struck me, 

  and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; 

 I did not hide my face 

  from insult and spitting. 

 The Lord God helps me; 

  therefore I have not been disgraced; 

 therefore I have set my face like flint, 

  and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 

  he who vindicates me is near. 

 Who will contend with me? 

  Let us stand up together. 

 Who are my adversaries? 

  Let them confront me. 

 It is the Lord God who helps me; 

  who will declare me guilty? 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

PSALM Psalm 31:9-16 

Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I am in trouble; 

  my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat and my belly. 

 For my life is wasted with grief, and my years with sighing; 

  my strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones are consumed. 

 I am the scorn of all my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors, a dismay to my acquaintances; 

  when they see me in the street they avoid me. 

 Like the dead I am forgotten, out of mind; 

  I am as useless as a broken pot.  

 For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is all around; 



 
  

  they put their heads together against me; they plot to take my life. 

 But as for me, I have trusted in you, O Lord. 

  I have said, “You are my God. 

 My times are in your hand; 

  rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute me. 

 Let your face shine upon your servant; 

  save me in your steadfast love.”  

SECOND READING Philippians 2:5-13 

A reading from Paul’s letter to the Philippians. 

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 

 who, though he was in the form of God, 

  did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, 

 but emptied himself, 

  taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. 

 And being found in human form, 

  he humbled himself 

  and became obedient to the point of death— 

  even death on a cross. 

 Therefore God also highly exalted him 

  and gave him the name 

  that is above every name, 

 so that at the name of Jesus 

  every knee should bend, 

  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

 and every tongue should confess 

  that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

  to the glory of God the Father. 

Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much more now in my 

absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you 

both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

HOMILY Pastor Larsen 

  



 
  

Musicians at 10:30 

Mark Olson, trumpet 

Andy Airasian, trombone 

Jim VanDeventer. saxophone 

 

 

THE PASSION READING  We read from the insert 

  



 
  

HYMN OF THE DAY  “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” 

 

 

  



 
  

CREED 

In trust and hope, let us confess our faith in the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended into hell. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the world and its 

needs. 

A brief silence. 

O God, you announce words of grace and truth. Give wisdom to all preachers in your church both 

globally and locally. Open our hearts to encounter the abundant life you offer in Jesus. Hear us, O 

God. Your mercy is great. 

You hold the whole universe. Gather sun and moon, clouds and stars, land and sea, and plants 

and animals around the cross, so that all creation bears witness to your saving love. Hear us, O 

God. Your mercy is great. 

Your power is sure. Destroy inequity and division in every place, and build your beloved 

community among all people. Guide judges, attorneys, and juries so that they act with justice and 

fairness. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Your heart breaks open at our pain. Send healing and vindication to all who, like Jesus, know the 

sting of betrayal, denial, abuse, or false accusations. Be with those experiencing illness, pain or 

loss this day especially Bobby, Dan, George, Jim, Lynn, Kate, Meredith, Naomi, Paul, Roberta, and 

Susan. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 



 
  

Your ways show compassion. Let this same mind be in us as we enter Holy Week. Bless those here 

who will lead worship and tell the story of Jesus’ death and resurrection. Hear us, O God. Your 

mercy is great. 

You promise to hear us when we pray. Work in our lives so that we may always be willing to be a 

part of the ways you answer our prayer. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

O God, your embrace is eternal. Praise and thanks to you for all the faithful departed who rest in 

your mercy. Deliver us all from death’s power and raise us to life in you. Hear us, O God. Your 

mercy is great. 

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation. 

Amen. 

 

MEAL 

The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

OFFERING 

 



 
  

 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 

God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace and life. Bless us and these 

your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

* GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, 

almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on the tree of the cross gave salvation to all, 

that, where death began, there life might be restored, and that he, who by a tree once overcame, might by a tree 

be overcome. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise 

your name and join their unending hymn: 

 



 
  

 

 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 

who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 

who preached good news to the poor, 

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.  

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 

we await his coming in glory, even as we proclaim the mystery of our faith: 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 

the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen. 



 
  

Presiding minister sings: 

 
All sing: 

 

 

THE COMMUNION  

All are welcome to receive the bread and the wine. Gluten free wafers are available on request. Both wine and grape 

juice are available in each tray; the wine is red and the grape juice is white. 

Come forward in the center aisle starting at the front of the church.  The pastors will motion the first people forward. 

 

 



 
  

 
 

COMMUNION HYMN Were You There 

 



 
  

 

 
TABLE BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace. 

Amen. 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

Let us pray.  

O Christ, Lamb of God pure and holy, 

O Wisdom, Word, and Power of God, 

grant that we may more perfectly partake of you 

in the days which know no ending 

in your Kingdom. Amen. 

BENEDICTION 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of 

God and of our Savior, Jesus Christ. And the blessing of almighty God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 



 
  

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

 
 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord, and to love your neighbor as yourself. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE 

Were you there/There is a balm in Gilead Arranged by Brant Adams 

 Mark Olson, trumpet 

  



 
  

--- ANNOUNCEMENTS and UPCOMING HAPPENINGS 

 at SAINT PAUL --- 

PASTORAL TRANSITION UPDATE 

St. Paul Council is pleased to announce the call committee. Following synod guidance, we have 

waited to announce this until they received their training.  

John Christianson 

Josh Davis 

Maile Hedlund 

Tommy McCauley 

Kelli Oliver 

Sandy Walker, Chair 

Alternate member, Taryn Walsh. She is a non-voting member. 

The St. Paul Council met and deliberated for two and a half hours, discussing approximately 30 

people. The synod and church constitution require that this is a six-person committee. One person 

is a council member, per guidance. The council referenced a list of considerations when 

assembling the committee. You can find it on page 12 of the Pastoral Transition Document. 

This committee was prayerfully and thoughtfully assembled. Please feel free to reach out to 

the committee if there is a candidate you would particularly like us to consider. We can pass along 

these names to the synod who will ask them to note interest in their Rostered Minister Profile. The 

call committee will also be assembling a list of questions to ask candidates. If you would like to 

send committee members particular questions to consider, please reach out to them.  

The committee must work confidentially in order to protect the candidate and the process. The 

committee chair will give the congregation an update every three weeks. If you are interested in 

reading more about this process you will find it beginning on page 13 of the Pastoral Transition 

Document. 

Thank you to all for your patience during this transition. It is an exciting step forward!  

Peace, 

Kerri Frick, President 

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE  

Palm Sunday – 3/29  8:15 and 10:30 services 

Maundy Thursday 4/2 – 6:00 Dinner Church 

Good Friday 4/3 – 7:30 service 

Easter Vigil 4/4 – 7:00 service.  

Easter Sunday 4/5 – 8:15 and 10:30 services. Fellowship Hall Breakfast potluck from 9:00-10:30.  

Pick up Hallelujah Chorus Choir for the 10:30 service will practice approx. from 10: 00-10:20. 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1z35NACcSjjqV2jxzplvomfHFGGEg9YxV/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1z35NACcSjjqV2jxzplvomfHFGGEg9YxV/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1z35NACcSjjqV2jxzplvomfHFGGEg9YxV/view


 
  

MAUNDY THURSDAY | Thursday 4/2 - Dinner Church 6 PM 

On the night before he was handed over to the authorities, Jesus shared a Passover meal with his 

friends. During the meal, he surprised them by washing their feet and giving them a way to share 

his continued, forgiving presence - the Lord's Supper. We will gather on Maundy Thursday at 

6:00 PM in the fellowship hall for a potluck meal during which we participate in a foot washing 

and share the Lord's Supper. After the meal, we will process to the sanctuary for the solemn 

Stripping of the Altar which concludes the Maundy Thursday service.  

 

John Turner has generously decided to make soup for the First Course of the meal. Please bring a 

salad or casserole to share for the Second Course.  

GOOD FRIDAY FAMILY ACTIVITY | 10:00 on Good Friday, April 3, 2026 

Please join us for a Good Friday Story and Craft Time for all ages.  We will be sharing the Good 

Friday story and then conducting a craft and special activity around the church.  All are welcome 

to join us for this event! 

SPRING POTLUCK EVENTS  

The Community meals that we have been sharing have been really lovely, and we want to make 

sure that everyone can mark their calendars for our upcoming times. 

April 5 (Easter Morning)  9:30am Potluck Breakfast 

April 26   6:30pm  Workshop for the Mystic River Community Mural.   

May 30  5:00pm  Concert in Sanctuary 

6:00 pm Potluck Supper 

 

ARLINGTON EATS | March needs

 Soy sauce 

 Boxed Mac & Cheese 

 Coffee 

 Oil (esp olive oil) 

 Spices (ground ginger, garlic powder, 

cumin, paprika etc) 

Crackers 

 Pasta Sauce 

 Laundry Detergent (sheets are great!) 

 Dish Soap 

 wipes 
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Staff 

The Reverend Don Larsen, Transition Pastor   stpaularlington.interim.pastor@gmail.com 

Ana Zecic Jeffers, Director of Music anazecicjeffers@gmail.com 

Sarah Carter, Children, Youth and Families Director  stpaularlingtonfamily@gmail.com 

Jennifer White, Parish Administrator parishadmin@stpaularlington.org 

Paul Ricci, Business Administrator 

Dennis O’Brien, Church Property Manager 

 

 

Church Council and Officers 

Kerri Frick, President 

Sandy Walker, Vice President 

Eric Haugen, Treasurer 

Piercen Oliver, Secretary 

Mark Olson, Financial Secretary 

Kristen Anderson 

Eric Carlson 

Elizabeth Heichler  

Dave Hering 

Kathleen Kean 

Kevin Kreutter 

Taryn Walsh 

 

 

Committees Chairperson 

Altar Guild Kelli Oliver 

Faith Formation Committee Bev Hjorth 

Intern Committee  Kristen Anderson 

Social Ministry Committee Janice Sniffen 

Nomination Committee  Taryn Walsh 

Worship & Music Committee John Christiansen 

Finance Committee  Eric Haugen  

Audit Committee  Eric Haugen 

Usher Committee  Dan Ries & Andy Airasian 

Property Committee Eric Carlson 

Call Committee Sandy Walker 
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