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May 24, 2026 

ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH   

I believe that by my own understanding 
or strength I cannot believe in Jesus 

Christ my Lord or come to him, but 
instead the Holy Spirit has called me 
through the gospel, enlightened me with 
his gifts, made me holy and kept me in 
the true faith, just as he calls, gathers, 
enlightens, and makes holy the whole 
Christian church on earth and keeps it 

with Jesus Christ in the one common, 
true faith. Daily in this Christian 
church the Holy Spirit abundantly 
forgives all sins—mine and those of all 
believers. On the last day the Holy Spirit 
will raise me and all the dead and will 
give to me and all believers in Christ 

eternal life. This is most certainly true. 

Martin Luther, Small Catechism 
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elcome to ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
We are happy you have joined us for worship today. Wherever you are on your journey with or toward 

God, you are welcome here—you are a blessing to this assembly. We welcome all who are seeking God’s 

love and grace. We welcome all because God welcomes all, regardless of race or culture, sexual orientation, 

gender identity, gender expression, or relationship status.  

We welcome all without regard to addictions, physical or mental health, imprisonment, socio-economic 

circumstances, or anything that too often divides us. Our unity is in Christ. 

Lutherans believe, teach, and confess that in, with, and under the bread and wine in Holy Communion we 

receive the true Body and Blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, for the forgiveness of sin, life, and 

salvation. All who are drawn in faith are welcome to join in this confession and receive the Sacrament. 

We invite and encourage your full participation in our worship this morning. With this service bulletin you 

can follow and participate in this morning’s liturgy.  

New to St. Paul? If you have questions or want more information, please fill out a 

newcomer form with the QR code at the right. Questions about transferring membership from 

another Lutheran church, or for beginning the process for baptism, confirmation, membership, 

or transferring from one of the other Christian traditions, may be directed to the Church Office 

at 781-646-7773 or parishadmin@stpaularlington.org. 

SUNDAY SERVICE 

9:30am | Holy Communion & livestreamed  

10:30am | Coffee Hour in Goodman Fellowship Hall              

                   or outdoors 

LIVESTREAMING  

Worship is streamed on the St. Paul Lutheran 

Arlington Facebook page. A Facebook account 

is not necessary to stream, however, without a 

Facebook account the stream works on a 

computer browser only and not on a phone.

SERVING THE COMMUNITY TODAY:  

Marie Breitenbach, Jennifer Parker & Kim Fechtel, Altar Guild  

Kevin Kreutter, Lector 

Elizabeth Heichler, Deacon 

Andy Airasian and Dan Ries, Ushers 

Hollie Schmidt & Mat Carter, Livestream Broadcast Team 

Peter & Hollie Schmidt & Lisa Chiulli Lay, Coffee Guild 

  

mailto:parishadmin@stpaularlington.org
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When the instruction for standing * appears, please stand as you are able and as seems comfortable. 

 At the ☩, you may make the sign of the cross, which reminds us of our baptism. 

 The congregational responses are printed in bold. 

GATHERING 
PRELUDE 

Creator Spirit, Heavenly Dove Anne Krentz Organ 

WELCOME  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 

To you, O God, 

all hearts are open, to you all desires known. We come to you, confessing our sins. Forgive 

us in your mercy, and remember us in your love. Show us your ways; teach us your paths; 

and lead us in justice and truth, for the sake of your goodness in Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 

By water and the Holy Spirit God gives you a new birth, and through the death and 

resurrection of ☩ Jesus Christ, God forgives you all your sins. The God of mercy and might 

strengthen you in all goodness and keep you in eternal life. 

Amen. 
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GATHERED BY THE SPIRIT 

* GATHERING HYMN 

“Gracious Spirit, Heed Our Pleading”  ELW 401 
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* GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit  

be with you all. And also with you. 

* HYMN OF PRAISE 

 

 

* PRAYER OF THE DAY 

O God, on this day you open the hearts of your faithful people by sending into us your Holy 

Spirit. Direct us by the light of that Spirit, that we may have a right judgment in all things 

and rejoice at all times in your peace, through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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FIRST READING  Acts 2:1-21 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in one place. And 

suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the 

entire house where they were sitting.  Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and 

a tongue rested on each of them.  All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 

speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 

   Now there were devout Jews from every people under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at 

this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking 

in the native language of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who 

are speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native 

language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, 

Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, 

and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages 

we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” All were amazed and perplexed, 

saying to one another, “What does this mean?” But others sneered and said, “They are filled 

with new wine.” 

   But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Fellow Jews 

and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, these 

are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. No, this is what was 

spoken through the prophet Joel: 

 ‘In the last days it will be, God declares, 

 that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 

  and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 

 and your young men shall see visions, 

  and your old men shall dream dreams. 

 Even upon my slaves, both men and women, 

  in those days I will pour out my Spirit, 

   and they shall prophesy. 

 And I will show portents in the heaven above 

  and signs on the earth below, 

   blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 

 The sun shall be turned to darkness 

  and the moon to blood, 

   before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. 

 Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ ” 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
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HYMN 

“Send Down the Fire”  

 

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 

A reading from First Corinthians. 

 No one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit. 

 Now there are varieties of gifts but the same Spirit, and there are varieties of services but 

the same Lord, and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of 

them in everyone.  To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.  To 

one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom and to another the utterance of 

knowledge according to the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of 

healing by the one Spirit, to another the working of powerful deeds, to another prophecy, to 

another the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the 

interpretation of tongues. All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to 

each one individually just as the Spirit chooses. 

  For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, 

though many, are one body, so it is with Christ.  For in the one Spirit we were all baptized 

into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.. 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

  



 

8 
 

* GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

 

* GOSPEL John 20:19-23 

The holy gospel according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord.  

 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors were locked where 

the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 

with you.” After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples 

rejoiced when they saw the Lord.  Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father 

has sent me, so I send you.” When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, 

“Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain 

the sins of any, they are retained.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE AND SERMON Pastor Don Larsen 

* HYMN OF THE DAY 

“O Living Breath of God”  ELW 407 
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NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

As is our custom, please face one another across 

the center aisle. The deacon invites us to prayer 

and offers the first intercession. As you are 

moved to pray, you are invited to pray any of the 

following intercessions aloud. 

Trusting in the power of Christ’s 

resurrection to heal and redeem our broken 

world, let us pray for the needs of all 

creation. 

A brief silence. 

O God, you send the Holy Spirit to gather 

your church into one. Inspire all ministers of 

the gospel to speak prophetic and hope-

filled words to all whom they encounter. 

Bless the work of interreligious dialogue. 

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

You send the Holy Spirit to renew the face 

of the earth. Protect all living things, bring 

forth clean water and abundant food, and 

grant us wonder as we contemplate all you 

have made. Merciful God, receive our 

prayer. 

You send the Holy Spirit to break down the 

barriers of communication among nations. 

Bestow peace in war-torn areas, guide all in 

government and society to work for justice, 

and guard those serving in the armed forces, 

especially this weekend as we remember 

those who died in service to their country. 

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

You send the Holy Spirit to accompany 

those who feel abandoned. Provide food for 

those who hunger and drink for those who 

thirst, soothe those who are anxious or 

bereaved, comfort those who are sick or 

suffering, and answer all who call upon 

your name especially Adolf, Bobby, Dan, 

George, Jim, Kate, Lynn, Mark, Meredith, 

Naomi, Paul, Roberta, and Susan. Merciful 

God, receive our prayer. 

You are love and you desire that we love 

one another. As a mother hen cares for her 

chicks, bless all who provide motherly care 

in our lives, and inspire us to care for one 

another. Merciful God, receive our prayer 

You send the Holy Spirit through the gift of 

baptism. Bless both those preparing for or 

affirming their baptism. May they be 

encouraged by this community of faith as 

they live out their baptismal promises. 

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

You make us your partners in building the 

future. Bless the work of St. Paul’s Call 

Committee and walk with them in 

discerning the way forward to a new 

chapter with a new pastor. Renew your gifts 

of wisdom, patience, and insight in each 

member of the committee, and help them to 

know your presence among them as they 

labor together to bring a new season of life 

to birth. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

You send the Holy Spirit to console us in 

our grief. We give you thanks for our 

ancestors in the faith especially scientists 

Nicolaus Copernicus and Leonard Euler 

whose witness to your mighty works 

continues to inspire our lives. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

God of resurrection power, use us and these 

prayers to proclaim the good news of new 

life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, 

our risen Savior. 

Amen
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* PEACE        (Keep your hands close together or make the peace sign if you’d rather not pass the peace with touch) 

The peace of Christ be with you always.  

And also with you.  

MEAL 

OFFERING 

You may give an offering through the Givelify app by scanning this QR code:   

* OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us 

with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, 

ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. Amen. 

* GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

Fulfilling the promise of the resurrection, 

you pour out the fire of your Spirit, 

uniting in one body people of every nation and tongue. 

And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 

with earth and sea and all their creatures, 

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:    
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Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign. You 

have filled all creation with light and life; heaven and earth are full of your glory.  

We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age: the promise to Israel, 

the rescue from Egypt, the gift of the promised land, the words of the prophets; 

and, at this end of all the ages, the gift of your Son, who proclaimed the good news in word 

and deed and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life.  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 

this for the remembrance of me.  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 

of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.  
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For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  

Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup we remember the life our Lord offered for us. 

And, believing the witness of his resurrection, we await his coming in power 

to share with us the great and promised feast. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.  

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that we who share in Christ’s body and blood 

may live to the praise of your glory and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light. 

Amen. Come, Holy Spirit. 

 Join our prayers with those of your servants of every time and every place, and unite them 

with the ceaseless petitions of our great high priest until he comes as victorious Lord of all. 

Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is 

yours, almighty Father, now and forever. Amen. 

* LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

  who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

       forever and ever. Amen.

COMMUNION  
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COMMUNION HYMN 

“Spirit of Gentleness”  ELW 396 
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* TABLE BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. Amen. 

* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing 

power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this 

gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

SENDING 
* BLESSING 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and your minds in the 

knowledge and love of God, and of our Savior Jesus Christ; and the blessing of almighty God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 
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* SENDING HYMN 

“O Day Full of Grace”   ELW 367 
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* DISMISSAL  

Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

POSTLUDE  

O Day Full of Grace  Anne Krentz Organ 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS and 

 UPCOMING HAPPENINGS at SAINT PAUL 

 
ST. PAUL CALL COMMITTEE  

Since convening as the Call Committee in late March 2026, we have received two call candidate profiles 

from the New England Synod. The first candidate interview was in mid-April. After prayerful 

discernment, including the interview and reviewing sermons, we did not invite the candidate to advance 

in the process. A second candidate was scheduled for a first interview in early May. Several days prior to 

the scheduled interview, the candidate withdrew from our call process as their discernment is leading 

them in a different direction. We pray for both candidates as they continue to walk in their ministry. 

We are in regular contact with the New England Synod staff and anticipate referral of the next call 

candidate(s) shortly. The synod staff have seen, both regionally and nationally, increased call and 

movement activity in the May – July time frame as it can be a good time for individuals and families to 

consider a change.  

Thank you for your prayers and ongoing support as we walk together in discernment through this call 

process. Please reach out to any of the Call Committee members with any questions you may have or if 

you have a potential pastor referral which we will pass on to our synod contact. 

Peace,  

Sandy 

Sandy Walker, Chair 

St. Paul Call Committee: John Christianson, Josh Davis, Tommy McCauley, Kelli Oliver, Maile Takahashi 

Hedland, Sandy Walker, Taryn Walsh (alternate).  

 

 

continued 
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ST. PAUL BIBLE STUDY | Thursday, May 21th at 7 PM 

All are invited to join our bible study! We gather on Thursday evenings on Zoom from 7-8pm. 

Each week, we will study the upcoming Sunday's lectionary texts, which are the bible readings we 

hear in worship. This week, we will explore the following passages: Acts 1:6-14, Psalm 68:1-10, 32-

35, 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11, John 17:1-11. Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86589565080?pwd=Nr0RDPKeHCmhFXytTLikZexfQEvWZw.1 

SPRING CONCERT AT ST. PAUL | Saturday, May 30, 5:00 PM  

Featuring Ana Zecic Jeffers on piano, Erika Vogel, soprano, and Smantha Wiratunga, violin. 

Donations accepted for Mystic River Watershed Association. Followed by a potluck supper in the 

fellowship hall at 6:00. 

SPRING POTLUCK EVENT  

The Community meals that we have been sharing have been really lovely, and we want to make 

sure that everyone can mark their calendars for our upcoming times. 

May 30 5:00pm  Concert in Sanctuary 

6:00 pm Potluck Supper 

ARLINGTON EATS | May Spotlight Items

As you shop this month, we are focusing on re-stocking our gluten free cupboard. 

 canned tuna 

 gluten free snacks 

 gluten free soups 

 gluten free mixes  

 gluten free baking/cooking staples 

 gluten free cereal 

SOCIAL MINISTRY COMMITTEE GROUP VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY | July 8 

Group Volunteer Opportunity at the Food Link Hub in Arlington on Wednesday July 8 from 

3:30-4:30. This is a hand-on experience, activities may include sorting produce and non-

perishable food, packaging baked goods, loading/unloading vehicles with supplies, and 

cleaning tasks inside and/or outside the building. Our group is limited to 10 individuals, Adults 

and Children age 10-18 accompanied by adult. This event requires registration and waivers. 

Contact Jan Sniffen for further details. 

ST. PAUL CAMP CALUMET RETREAT | August 21-23 

Our annual St. Paul Retreat at Camp Calumet is happening August 21-23, 2026. All are welcome 

to join us for a weekend of relaxation, reflection, and relationship building at this idyllic spot in 

NH. Please contact Julie at julie@calumet.org to book a room. Have some questions, contact 

Sarah (stpaularlingtonfamily@gmail.com) to find out more. 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86589565080?pwd=Nr0RDPKeHCmhFXytTLikZexfQEvWZw.1
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           www.stpaularlington.org | 781-646-7773 

 

Staff 

The Reverend Don Larsen, Transition Pastor   stpaularlington.interim.pastor@gmail.com 

Ana Zecic Jeffers, Director of Music anazecicjeffers@gmail.com   

Sarah Carter, Children, Youth and Families Director  stpaularlingtonfamily@gmail.com 

Jennifer White, Parish Administrator parishadmin@stpaularlington.org 

Paul Ricci, Business Administrator 

Dennis O’Brien, Church Property Manager 

 

Church Council and Officers 

Kerri Frick, President 

Sandy Walker, Vice President 

Eric Haugen, Treasurer 

Piercen Oliver, Secretary 

Mark Olson, Financial Secretary 

Kristen Anderson 

Eric Carlson 

Elizabeth Heichler  

Dave Hering 

Kathleen Kean 

Kevin Kreutter 

Taryn Walsh 

 

Committees Chairperson 

Altar Guild Kelli Oliver 

Faith Formation Committee Bev Hjorth 

Intern Committee  Kristen Anderson 

Social Ministry Committee Janice Sniffen 

Nomination Committee  Taryn Walsh 

Worship & Music Committee John Christiansen 

Finance Committee  Eric Haugen 

Audit Committee  Eric Haugen 

Usher Committee  Dan Ries & Andy Airasian 

Property Committee Eric Carlson 

Call Committee         Sandy Walker 
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