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elcome to ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
We are happy you have joined us for worship today. Wherever you are on your journey with or toward 

God, you are welcome here—you are a blessing to this assembly. We welcome all who are seeking God’s 

love and grace. We welcome all because God welcomes all, regardless of race or culture, sexual orientation, 

gender identity, gender expression, or relationship status.  

We welcome all without regard to addictions, physical or mental health, imprisonment, socio-economic 

circumstances, or anything that too often divides us. Our unity is in Christ. 

Lutherans believe, teach, and confess that in, with, and under the bread and wine in Holy Communion we 

receive the true Body and Blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, for the forgiveness of sin, life, and 

salvation. All who are drawn in faith are welcome to join in this confession and receive the Sacrament. 

We invite and encourage your full participation in our worship this morning. With this service bulletin you 

can follow and participate in this morning’s liturgy.  

New to St. Paul? If you have questions or want more information, please fill out a 

newcomer form with the QR code at the right. Questions about transferring membership from 

another Lutheran church, or for beginning the process for baptism, confirmation, membership, 

or transferring from one of the other Christian traditions, may be directed to the Church Office 

at 781-646-7773 or parishadmin@stpaularlington.org. 

SUNDAY SERVICE 

9:30am | Holy Communion & livestreamed  

10:30am | Coffee Hour in Goodman Fellowship Hall              

                   or outdoors 

LIVESTREAMING  

Worship is streamed on the St. Paul Lutheran 

Arlington Facebook page. A Facebook account 

is not necessary to stream, however, without a 

Facebook account the stream works on a 

computer browser only and not on a phone.

SERVING THE COMMUNITY TODAY:  

Kelli Oliver and Lydia Zuehsow & Kim Fechtel, Altar Guild  

Gretchen Stark, Lector 

Kerri Frick, Deacon 

Andy Airasian and Dan Ries, Ushers 

Hollie Schmidt & Mat Carter, Livestream Broadcast Team 

Peter & Hollie Schmidt & Lisa Chiulli Lay, Coffee Guild 

  

mailto:parishadmin@stpaularlington.org
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When the instruction for standing * appears, please stand as you are able and as seems comfortable. 

 At the ☩, you may make the sign of the cross, which reminds us of our baptism. 

 The congregational responses are printed in bold. 

GATHERING 
PRELUDE 

Sonata for Trumpet and Piano, Op. 51: II Flor Peters: Aria  

Mark Olson, trumpet 

WELCOME  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 

To you, O God, 

all hearts are open, to you all desires known. We come to you, confessing our sins. Forgive 

us in your mercy, and remember us in your love. Show us your ways; teach us your paths; 

and lead us in justice and truth, for the sake of your goodness in Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 

By water and the Holy Spirit God gives you a new birth, and through the death and 

resurrection of ☩ Jesus Christ, God forgives you all your sins. The God of mercy and might 

strengthen you in all goodness and keep you in eternal life. 

Amen. 
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GATHERED BY THE SPIRIT 

* GATHERING HYMN 

“Holy God, We Praise Your Name”  ELW 414 
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* GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit  

be with you all. And also with you. 

* HYMN OF PRAISE 
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* PRAYER OF THE DAY 

God of heaven and earth, before the foundation of the universe and the beginning of time 

you are the triune God: Author of creation, eternal Word of salvation, life-giving Spirit of 

wisdom. Guide us to all truth by your Spirit, that we may proclaim all that Christ has 

revealed and rejoice in the glory he shares with us. Glory and praise to you, Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 

FIRST READING   Genesis 1:1—2:4a 

A reading from the book of Genesis. 

When God began to create the heavens and the earth, the earth was complete chaos, and 

darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the 

waters. Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. And God saw that the light 

was good, and God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the 

darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 
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  And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the 

waters from the waters.” So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under 

the dome from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. God called the dome 

Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day. 

  And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let 

the dry land appear.” And it was so. God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were 

gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. Then God said, “Let the 

earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed and fruit trees of every kind on earth that 

bear fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. The earth brought forth vegetation: plants 

yielding seed of every kind and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God 

saw that it was good. And there was evening and there was morning, the third day. 

  And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the 

night, and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, and let them be lights 

in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. God made the two great 

lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. 

God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, to rule over the day and 

over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 

And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day. 

  And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly 

above the earth across the dome of the sky.” So God created the great sea monsters and every 

living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm and every winged 

bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and 

multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” And there was 

evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 

  And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping 

things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. God made the wild 

animals of the earth of every kind and the cattle of every kind and everything that creeps 

upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 

  Then God said, “Let us make humans in our image, according to our likeness, and let 

them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over the cattle 

and over all the wild animals of the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the 

earth.” 

 So God created humans in his image, 

  in the image of God he created them; 

  male and female he created them. 

God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and 

subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over 

every living thing that moves upon the earth.” God said, “See, I have given you every plant 
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yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth and every tree with seed in its fruit; you 

shall have them for food. And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the air and to 

everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every 

green plant for food.” And it was so. God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it 

was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 

  Thus the heavens and the earth were finished and all their multitude. On the sixth day 

God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work 

that he had done. So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested 

from all the work that he had done in creation. 

  These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created. 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

PSALM Psalm 8 

    O | Lord our Lord, 

  how majestic is your name in | all the earth!— 

  you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the mouths of in- | fants and children; 

  you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the foe | and avenger. 

  When I consider your heavens, the work | of your fingers, 

  the moon and the stars you have set | in their courses, 

  what are mere mortals that you should be mind- | ful of them, 

  human beings that you should | care for them?  

  Yet you have made them little less | than divine; 

  with glory and hon- | or you crown them. 

  You have made them rule over the works | of your hands; 

  you have put all things un- | der their feet: 

  all | flocks and cattle, 

  even the wild beasts | of the field, 

  the birds of the air, the fish | of the sea, 

  and whatever passes along the paths | of the sea. 

  O | Lord our Lord, 

  how majestic is your name in | all the earth!  

SECOND READING 2 Corinthians 13:11-13 

A reading from Second Corinthians. 

   [Paul writes:] Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Be restored; listen to my appeal; agree 

with one another; live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you.  Greet one 

another with a holy kiss. All the saints greet you. 

  The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with all of you. 
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Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

* GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

 

* GOSPEL Matthew 28:16-20 

The holy gospel according to St. Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord.  

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 

When they saw him, they worshiped him, but they doubted. And Jesus came and said to 

them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make 

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And 

remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE AND SERMON Pastor Don Larsen 
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* HYMN OF THE DAY 

“Come, Join the Dance of Trinity”   ELW 412 

 

NICENE CREED 

With praise and gratitude, we confess our faith. 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 
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of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

As is our custom, please face one another across 

the center aisle. The deacon invites us to prayer 

and offers the first intercession. As you are 

moved to pray, you are invited to pray any of the 

following intercessions aloud. 

Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us 

pray for the church and the needs of the 

world. 

A brief silence. 

Holy God, we are in awe of your creative 

work. Continue that work in your church, 

making us a new creation that proclaims 

your presence and love. God of grace, hear 

our prayer. 

Creator God, nature reveals your power and 

glory. Protect water sources, vegetation, and 

wildlife as reminders of who you are. God 

of grace, hear our prayer. 

Redeemer God, you call us to pray for those 

in authority. Guide our leaders to pursue 

the work of fostering peace and community. 

God of grace, hear our prayer. 

Sustaining God, you are mindful of your 

people in every circumstance. Heal those 

who are sick. Provide for all who hunger. 

Protect those in harm’s way. Comfort any 

experiencing hardship, especially Adolf, 

Bobby, Dan, George, Jim, Kate, Lynn, Mark, 

Meredith, Naomi, Paul, Roberta, and Susan. 

God of grace, hear our prayer. 
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Gracious God, we pray for the children of 

our church and community. Provide for 

their needs. Support their caregivers. 

Nurture their faith. God of grace, hear our 

prayer. 

Holy God, we ask you to bless and guide all 

who gather this week for the New England 

Synod Assembly, especially Gretchen Stark 

and Josh Davis. Grant safe travel to all 

participants to and from the Assembly and 

fruitful deliberation and decision making. 

God of grace, hear our prayer. 

You make us your partners in building the 

future. Bless the work of St. Paul’s Call 

Committee and walk with them in 

discerning the way forward to a new 

chapter with a new pastor. Renew your gifts 

of wisdom, patience, and insight in each 

member of the committee, and help them to 

know your presence among them as they 

labor together to bring a new season of life 

to birth. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Loving God, we give thanks for those who 

have died and claimed their baptismal 

promises, especially Charles Woodward. 

Strengthen us to live as they did in 

communion with you. God of grace, hear 

our prayer. 

Trusting you receive all our prayers, we 

commend our spoken and unspoken 

prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our 

Savior. Amen.

* PEACE    (Keep your hands close together or make the peace sign if you’d rather not pass the peace with touch) 

The peace of Christ be with you always.  

And also with you.  

MEAL 

OFFERING 

You may give an offering through the Givelify app by scanning this QR code:   

* OFFERING PRAYER 

Loving God, 

we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. 

Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, 

so that all creation can taste your abundance. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus, 

through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 

Amen. 
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* GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

You reveal your glory 

as the glory of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit: 

equal in majesty, undivided in splendor, one Lord, one God, 

ever to be adored in your eternal glory. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:   
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In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 

this for the remembrance of me.  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 

of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 

* LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

  who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

       forever and ever. Amen.

COMMUNION  
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COMMUNION HYMN 

“Womb of Life”    ACS 948 

 

* TABLE BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. Amen. 
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* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing 

power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this 

gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

SENDING 
* BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor ☩ and grant you peace. 

Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

* SENDING HYMN 

“Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty”    ELW 413
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* DISMISSAL  

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE  

Gospel Medley  Arranged by Brant Adams 

Mark Olson, trumpet 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS and 

 UPCOMING HAPPENINGS at SAINT PAUL 

WHY NOT GO TO WORCESTER NEXT FRIDAY? 

The New England Synod Assembly meets from Thursday, June 4 to Saturday, June 6, in Worcester MA. 

The main worship service for the Assembly is on Friday evening at 7:00 PM at Trinity Lutheran Church, 73 

Lancaster Street, in Worcester. It's a festive Service of Holy Communion, Bishop Nathan Pipho preaching.  

This worship service is open to everyone! Especially for a congregation in a pastoral transition, it can be a 

powerful reminder that St. Paul is not in this alone. It's also a way to see the bishop in action, and meet 

other synod leaders.  

continued 
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Your calendar may already be chock full of good stuff for June 5. If not, you might find it worthwhile to 

take a ride to Worcester and worship with lots of other Lutherans. St. Paul elected Gretchen Stark and Josh 

Davis to attend the Assembly as voting members, so they'll be there, as will Pastor Don. The three of them 

plan to eat at a seafood restaurant about 5:00 PM or so close to the church. If you decide to go, and want to 

join them for dinner, let any of them know ASAP so the dinner reservation can be modified. 

 

ST. PAUL CALL COMMITTEE  

Since convening as the Call Committee in late March 2026, we have received two call candidate profiles 

from the New England Synod. The first candidate interview was in mid-April. After prayerful 

discernment, including the interview and reviewing sermons, we did not invite the candidate to advance 

in the process. A second candidate was scheduled for a first interview in early May. Several days prior to 

the scheduled interview, the candidate withdrew from our call process as their discernment is leading 

them in a different direction. We pray for both candidates as they continue to walk in their ministry. 

We are in regular contact with the New England Synod staff and anticipate referral of the next call 

candidate(s) shortly. The synod staff have seen, both regionally and nationally, increased call and 

movement activity in the May – July time frame as it can be a good time for individuals and families to 

consider a change.  

Thank you for your prayers and ongoing support as we walk together in discernment through this call 

process. Please reach out to any of the Call Committee members with any questions you may have or if 

you have a potential pastor referral which we will pass on to our synod contact. 

Peace,  

Sandy 

Sandy Walker, Chair 

St. Paul Call Committee: John Christianson, Josh Davis, Tommy McCauley, Kelli Oliver, Maile Takahashi 

Hedland, Sandy Walker, Taryn Walsh (alternate).  

 

ST. PAUL BIBLE STUDY | Thursday, May 21th at 7 PM 

All are invited to join our bible study! We gather on Thursday evenings on Zoom from 7-8pm. 

Each week, we will study the upcoming Sunday's lectionary texts, which are the bible readings we 

hear in worship. This week, we will explore the following passages: Acts 1:6-14, Psalm 68:1-10, 32-

35, 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11, John 17:1-11. Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86589565080?pwd=Nr0RDPKeHCmhFXytTLikZexfQEvWZw.1  

SPRING CONCERT AT ST. PAUL | Saturday, May 30, 5:00 PM  

Featuring Ana Zecic Jeffers on piano, Erika Vogel, soprano, and Smantha Wiratunga, violin. 

Donations accepted for Mystic River Watershed Association. Followed by a potluck supper in the 

fellowship hall at 6:00. 

  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86589565080?pwd=Nr0RDPKeHCmhFXytTLikZexfQEvWZw.1
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SPRING POTLUCK EVENT  

The Community meals that we have been sharing have been really lovely, and we want to make 

sure that everyone can mark their calendars for our upcoming times. 

May 30 5:00pm  Concert in Sanctuary 

6:00 pm Potluck Supper 

ARLINGTON EATS | May Spotlight Items

As you shop this month, we are focusing on re-stocking our gluten free cupboard. 

 canned tuna 

 gluten free snacks 

 gluten free soups 

 gluten free mixes  

 gluten free baking/cooking staples 

 gluten free cereal 

SOCIAL MINISTRY COMMITTEE GROUP VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY | July 8 

Group Volunteer Opportunity at the Food Link Hub in Arlington on Wednesday July 8 from 

3:30-4:30. This is a hand-on experience, activities may include sorting produce and non-

perishable food, packaging baked goods, loading/unloading vehicles with supplies, and 

cleaning tasks inside and/or outside the building. Our group is limited to 10 individuals, Adults 

and Children age 10-18 accompanied by adult. This event requires registration and waivers. 

Contact Jan Sniffen for further details. 

ST. PAUL CAMP CALUMET RETREAT | August 21-23 

Our annual St. Paul Retreat at Camp Calumet is happening August 21-23, 2026. All are welcome 

to join us for a weekend of relaxation, reflection, and relationship building at this idyllic spot  in 

NH. Please contact Julie at julie@calumet.org to book a room. Have some questions, contact 

Sarah (stpaularlingtonfamily@gmail.com) to find out more. 
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           www.stpaularlington.org | 781-646-7773 

 

Staff 

The Reverend Don Larsen, Transition Pastor   stpaularlington.interim.pastor@gmail.com 

Ana Zecic Jeffers, Director of Music anazecicjeffers@gmail.com   

Sarah Carter, Children, Youth and Families Director  stpaularlingtonfamily@gmail.com 

Jennifer White, Parish Administrator parishadmin@stpaularlington.org 

Paul Ricci, Business Administrator 

Dennis O’Brien, Church Property Manager 

 

Church Council and Officers 

Kerri Frick, President 

Sandy Walker, Vice President 

Eric Haugen, Treasurer 

Piercen Oliver, Secretary 

Mark Olson, Financial Secretary 

Kristen Anderson 

Eric Carlson 

Elizabeth Heichler  

Dave Hering 

Kathleen Kean 

Kevin Kreutter 

Taryn Walsh 

 

Committees Chairperson 

Altar Guild Kelli Oliver 

Faith Formation Committee Bev Hjorth 

Intern Committee  Kristen Anderson 

Social Ministry Committee Janice Sniffen 

Nomination Committee  Taryn Walsh 

Worship & Music Committee John Christiansen 

Finance Committee  Eric Haugen 

Audit Committee  Eric Haugen 

Usher Committee  Dan Ries & Andy Airasian 

Property Committee Eric Carlson 

Call Committee         Sandy Walker 
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