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Sunday, July 12, 2026
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ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH



Wcome to ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH

We are happy you have joined us for worship today. Wherever you are on your journey with or toward
God, you are welcome here—you are a blessing to this assembly. We welcome all who are seeking God’s
love and grace. We welcome all because God welcomes all, regardless of race or culture, sexual orientation,
gender identity, gender expression, or relationship status.

We welcome all without regard to addictions, physical or mental health, imprisonment, socio-economic
circumstances, or anything that too often divides us. Our unity is in Christ.

Lutherans believe, teach, and confess that in, with, and under the bread and wine in Holy Communion we
receive the true Body and Blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, for the forgiveness of sin, life, and
salvation. All who are drawn in faith are welcome to join in this confession and receive the Sacrament.

We invite and encourage your full participation in our worship this morning. With this service bulletin you
can follow and participate in this morning’s liturgy.

New to St. Paul? If you have questions or want more information, please fill out a
newcomer form with the QR code at the right. Questions about transferring membership from
another Lutheran church, or for beginning the process for baptism, confirmation, membership,
or transferring from one of the other Christian traditions, may be directed to the Church Office
at 781-646-7773 or parishadmin@stpaularlington.org.
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SUNDAY SERVICE LIVESTREAMING

9:30am | Holy Communion & livestreamed Worship is streamed on the St. Paul Lutheran

10:30am | Coffee Hour in Goodman Fellowship Hall Arlington Facebook page. A Facebook account
or outdoors is not necessary to stream, however, without a

Facebook account the stream works on a
computer browser only and not on a phone.

SERVING THE COMMUNITY TODAY:

Kelli Oliver and Jennifer Parker, Altar Guild

Gretchen Stark, Lector

Taryn Walsh, Assisting Minister

Hollie Schmidt & Mat Carter, Livestream Broadcast Team
Peter & Hollie Schmidt & Lisa Chiulli Lay, Coffee Guild


mailto:parishadmin@stpaularlington.org

When the instruction for standing * appears, please stand as you are able and as seems comfortable.
At the X, you may make the sign of the cross, which reminds us of our baptism.
The congregational responses are printed in bold.

GATHERING

PRELUDE
WELCOME

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection.
To you, O God,

all hearts are open, to you all desires known. We come to you, confessing our sins. Forgive
us in your mercy, and remember us in your love. Show us your ways; teach us your paths;
and lead us in justice and truth, for the sake of your goodness in Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

By water and the Holy Spirit God gives you a new birth, and through the death and
resurrection of = Jesus Christ, God forgives you all your sins. The God of mercy and might
strengthen you in all goodness and keep you in eternal life.

Amen.



* GATHERING HYMN

ELW 679

“For the Fruit of All Creation”
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1 For the fruit of all cre - a - tion, thanks be to God.
2 In the just re - ward of 1la - bor, God’s will is done.
3 For the har-vests of the Spir - it, thanks be to God.
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For these gifts to ev - 'ry na - tion, thanks be to  God.
In the help we give our neigh-bor, God’s will is  done.
For the good we all in - her - it,  thanks be to  God.
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For the plow -ing,

sow-ing, reap -ing,
In our world-wide task of car - ing
For the won - ders that as-tound us,

si - lent growth while
for the hun - gry
for the truths that

we are sleep-ing,
and de - spair-ing,
still con-found us,
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fu - ture needs in earth’s safe-keep-ing, thanks be to God.
n the har - vests we are shar-ing, God’s will 1s  done.
most of all, that love has found us, thanks be to God.
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Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000

Music: AR HYD Y NOS, Welsh traditional; arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958

* GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit

be with you all. And also with you.



* PRAYER OF THE DAY

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit
help us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love,

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

FIRST READING

A reading from Isaiah.

For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven
and do not return there until they have watered the earth,

making it bring forth and sprout,
giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,
so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth;
it shall not return to me empty,
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose
and succeed in the thing for which I sent it.

For you shall go out in joy
and be led back in peace;

the mountains and the hills before you
shall burst into song,

and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.

Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress;
instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle,
and it shall be to the Lord for a memorial,
for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

PSALM

You are to be praised, O God, in Zion;
to you shall vows be fulfilled.

To you, the one who answers prayer,
to you all flesh shall come.

Our sins are stronger than we are,
but you blot out our transgressions.

Happy are they whom you choose and draw to your courts to dwell there!

Isaiah 55:10-13

Psalm 65

They will be satisfied by the beauty of your house, by the holiness of your temple.

Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness, O God of our salvation,
O hope of all the ends of the earth and of the oceans far away.

You make firm the mountains by your power;
you are girded about with might.
You still the roaring of the seas,

the roaring of their waves, and the clamor of the peoples.



Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will tremble at your marvelous signs;
you make the dawn and the dusk to sing for joy.
You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous; the river of God
is full of water.
You prepare the grain, for so you provide for the earth.
You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges;
with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its increase.
You crown the year with your goodness,
and your paths overflow with plenty.
May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing,
and the hills be clothed with joy.
May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak themselves with
grain;
let them shout for joy and sing.

SECOND READING Romans 8:1-11

A reading from Romans.

Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. For God has
done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the
likeness of sinful flesh and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, so that the just
requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but
according to the Spirit. For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things
of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the
Spirit. To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace.
For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s
law —indeed, it cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you.
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you,
then the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the
Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from
the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

* GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia.

Lord to whom shall we go?

You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia!

* GOSPEL Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

The holy gospel according to St. Matthew, the 13™ chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.



That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. Such great crowds
gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on
the beach. And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to
sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell on a path, and the birds came and ate them up. Other
seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly,
since they had no depth of soil. But when the sun rose, they were scorched, and since they
had no root, they withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and
choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold,
some sixty, some thirty. If you have ears, hear!”

“Hear, then, the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and
does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this
is what was sown on the path. As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who
hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, yet such a person has no root but
endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that
person immediately falls away. As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who
hears the word, but the cares of this age and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields
nothing. But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and
understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty,
and in another thirty.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE AND SERMON Pastor Don Larsen
*HYMN OF THE DAY
“Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast” ELW 516
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1 Al - might-y God, your word is cast like seed in - to the ground;
2 Let not the sly sa-tan-ic foe this ho - ly seed re - move,
3 Let not the world’s de - ceit-ful cares the ris - ing plant de - stroy,
4 So when the pre-cious seed is sown, life - giv - ing grace be - stow,
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now let the dew of heav’'n de-scend and righ-teous fruits a - bound.
but give it root in ev -’ry heart to bring forth fruits of love.
but let it yield a hun-dred-fold the fruits of peace and joy.
that all whose souls the truth re-ceive its sav - ing pow’r may know.
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APOSTLES CREED

With praise and gratitude, we confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

* PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

As is our custom, please face one another across
the center aisle. The deacon invites us to prayer
and offers the first intercession. As you are
moved to pray, you are invited to pray any of the
following intercessions aloud.

Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us
pray for the church and the needs of the
world.

A brief silence.

God our gardener, you scatter grace like
seed across the world. Continue to cultivate
the garden of your church with your
abundant Spirit. God of grace, hear our
prayer.

God our joy, your bountiful creation reflects
your commitment to life despite our actions
disregarding its wonder. We look toward
Isaiah’s vision, when all creation rejoices,
and the trees will clap for joy at your
salvation. God of grace, hear our prayer.

God our life, you give us the same Spirit by
which you raised Christ from the dead. Set
our minds on that Spirit whenever fear or
condemnation overwhelm throughout the
world (global concerns may be named). God of
grace, hear our prayer.

God our host and table, we pray for children
who hunger and rely on school meals, for all
who toil under the hot sun without
refreshment, for the chronically ill who have
exhausted their resources, and for local
concerns especially for Adolf, Bobby, Dan,
George, Jim, Kate, Lynn, Mark, Meredith,
Naomi, Paul, Roberta, and Susan. God of
grace, hear our prayer.

God our source, tend this assembly with
your grace throughout this summer season.
May those who travel for work or recreation
do so safely, and may visitors find



refreshment among us. God of grace, hear
our prayer.

We ask that, by your Holy Spirit, you raise
up new pastors for the entire Church. Work
in the lives of people who are considering
whether you are calling them into ordained
ministry, and bless them with conversation
partners who can help them discern their
paths. Continue to guide the work of our
congregation's Call Committee, and bless
them with the confidence that their labor
will not be in vain. God of grace, hear our

prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

We give you thanks that the roots of your
goodness run deep throughout history. We
remember those saints who have gone
before us in faith especially Bishop Nathan
Soderblom, whom the church
commemorates today. God of grace, hear
our prayer.

Grateful for your abundant provision and
trusting in your goodness, we cast all our
cares upon you, through the abundant grace
of Christ Jesus. Amen.

*PEACE (Keep your hands close together or make the peace sign if you’d rather not pass the peace with touch)

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL

OFFERING

You may give an offering through the Givelify app by scanning this QR code:
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* OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.

— F ©

Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and share

treely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of
Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen.



* GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up you hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is our duty and delight, that we should everywhere and always offer thanks and praise to
you, O God, through Jesus Christ; who calls us to follow his way of humble service and love,
And so, with the church on earth, all creation and the host of heaven, we praise your name

and join their unending hymn:

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do

this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying;:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness

of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

*LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, as we forgive those
hallowed be thy name, who trespass against us;
thy kingdom come, and lead us not into temptation,
thy will be done, but deliver us from evil.
on earth as it is in heaven. For thine is the kingdom,
Give us this day our daily bread; and the power, and the glory,
and forgive us our trespasses, forever and ever. Amen.
COMMUNION

All are welcome to receive the bread and the wine. Gluten free wafers are available on request.
Both wine (red) and grape juice (white) are available in each tray.
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COMMUNION HYMN

“Let Us Break Bread Together”
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2 Let us drink wine to - geth-er on our knees;
3 Let us praise God to - geth-er on our knees;
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Text: African American spiritual
Music: BREAK BREAD TOGETHER, African American spiritual
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“I Come with Joy”
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2 1 come with Chrs - tians far and near to fnd, as all are
3 As Christ breaks bread, and bids us share, each proud di - vi - sion
4 The Spir - it of the ris - en Christ, un -seen, but ev - er
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love laid down for me, in love laid down for me.
Christ’s com-mu - nion bread, in Christ’s com-mu - nion bread.
strang - ers now  are friends, and strang - ers now are friends.
live a - mong us here, a - live a - mong us here.
love that makes us one, the love that makes us one.

Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936

Music: DOVE OF PEACE, W. Walker, Southern Harmonv, 1835

* TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his

grace. Amen.

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing
power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this
gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our

Lord. Amen.

* BLESSING

SENDING

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor *+ and grant you peace. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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*SENDING HYMN

Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997,

alt.

Music: THE ASH GROVE. Welsh folk tune
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“Sent Forth by God’s Blessing” ELW 547
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I Sent forth by God’s bless-ing, our true faith con - fess - ing,
2 With praise and thanks-giv - ing to God ev - er - liv-ing,
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the fruits of this ser - vice in all who be - lieve.
em - brac - ing God’s chil - dren, the whole hu - man race.
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* DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

ANNOUNCEMENTS & UPCOMING HAPPENINGS at ST. PAUL

ST. PAUL CALL COMMITTEE UPDATE | July 9th, 2026

We have had an encouraging response from pastors we contacted within the Calumet Lutheran
Ministries network. Pastors have offered to share our call with other pastors, both in New
England and beyond. Many of the pastors we contacted serve as mentors and regional leaders.
Several of these pastors worked for one of the Lutheran seminaries - Gettysburg or Philadelphia -
previously in their ministry.

The NE Synod office is closed this week. The staff will meet again next week to review Rostered
Minister Profiles and potential call candidate referrals.

It is important for us all to remember it takes time for a pastor to complete or update their
Rostered Minister Profile (RMP) should they discern an interest in engaging in a call process.
Submission of a renewed RMP is required to activate a candidate for a call process.

Thanks for joining us in prayer for potential call candidates in their discernment, for our ministry
together, and for all congregations engaged in a call process.

God’s Peace —

St. Paul Call Committee: John Christianson, Josh Davis, Maile Hedlund, Tommy McCauley, Kelli
Oliver, Sandy Berlin Walker (chair) and Taryn Walsh (alternate).

ROLLING RIDGE OFFERS FREE PROGRAM ON A.L. THIS SUNDAY

Rolling Ridge Retreat & Conference Center, a ministry of the United Methodist Church, is offering
a presentation next Sunday, July 12, 5:00-6:30 PM, entitled "Remaining Human in the Age of
Artificial Intelligence: A Review of Pope Leo IX's Encyclical." Alan Dillingham, the presenter, was
formerly a member of the faculty at Villanova University. The presentation is hybrid, free, and
requires registration. For more information, see
https://www.rollingridge.org/program/remaining-human-in-the-age-of-artificial-intelligence-a-

review-of-pope-leo-xivs-encyclical-magnificent-humanity
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ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVE | JUNE 21-AUGUST 9

The Social Ministry Committee invites the congregation to participate in an 8-week effort to
support the academic success of local children impacted by housing insecurity and poverty. Our
collection of basic school supplies will be delivered to Menotomy Manor, Arlington state-
subsidized housing for low-income families with children under the age of 21. These children
generally attend the Thompson School.

Please leave donations in the yellow bucket in same location as the Arlington Eats Box. Donations
accepted June 21- August 9. Delivery will be in mid-August for distribution through their food
pantry in time for the beginning of the school year. Questions: please contact Jan Sniffen.

Supplies Needed for Elementary Grades 1-5

« Pencils (#2 Ticonderoga) « Thick Markers « Plastic 2-Pocket Folders

« Personal Pencil Sharpener « Thin Markers . Single Subject Notebook
(with cover) . Highlighters « Box Tissues

« Crayola colored pencils (12 « Glue Sticks (small) . Sandwich size Zip-lock bags
pack) « Child Scissors « Clorox wipes

« 24 count Crayola Crayons « Black Dry-Erase Markers  « Reusable Water Bottle

« Crayola Markers (10 pack) « Black Sharpies

ARLINGTON EATS | July Spotlight Items

To keep things simple, we will have one spotlight list for July and August. The requests will help
support the vacation lunch program for families with kids as well as everyone's summer picnics and
barbecues!

o Condiments (ketchup, mustard, mayo, relish, hot sauce, soy sauce)

 Granola bars (especially MadeGood, Kind Bars, Z Bars, Yumi Bars)

« Snack packs (especially Goldfish, Pirate’s Booty)

e Dried Fruit & Nuts (almonds, walnuts, dates, cranberries, dried apples, mango)

e Dried Seaweed

 Roasted Seeds (pumpkin, sunflower)

 Dish soap

GROUP VOLUNTEER EXPERIENVE AT FOODLINK

A group of g volunteers from St. Paul sorted and boxed baked goods at the FoodLink Hub in
Arlington on Wednesday July 8. These food items are rescued from grocery stores and restaurants
and quickly redistributed to food pantries and kitchens for folks experiencing food insecurity. We
were impressed with their scope of service, dedication, efficiency and organization...plus we had
fun together!

Group experiences are limited to 10 at a time....there were interested people who wanted to
attend but couldn’t this time....if you are interested in a second group forming, please talk to Jan
Sniffen.
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