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W        elcome to ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
We are happy you have joined us for worship today. Wherever you are 

on your journey with or toward God, you are welcome here—you are a 

blessing to this assembly. We welcome all who are seeking God’s love 

and grace. We welcome all because God welcomes all, regardless of race 

or culture, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, or 

relationship status.  

We welcome all without regard to addictions, physical or mental health, 

imprisonment, socio-economic circumstances, or anything that too often 

divides us. Our unity is in Christ. 

Lutherans believe, teach, and confess that in, with, and under the bread 

and wine in Holy Communion we receive the true Body and Blood of 

our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, for the forgiveness of sin, life, and 

salvation. All who are drawn in faith are welcome to join in this 

confession and receive the Sacrament. 

We invite and encourage your full participation in our worship this 

morning. With this service bulletin you can follow and participate in 

this morning’s liturgy.  

New to St. Paul? If you have questions or want more 

information, please fill out a newcomer form with the QR 

code at the right. Questions about transferring membership 

from another Lutheran church, or for beginning the process 

for baptism, confirmation, membership, or transferring from one of the 

other Christian traditions, may be directed to the Church Office at 781-

646-7773 or parishadmin@stpaularlington.org. 

SUNDAY SERVICE 
9:30am | Holy Communion & 

livestreamed  

10:30am | Coffee Hour in Fellowship 

Hall or outdoors 

LIVESTREAMING  

Worship is streamed on our Facebook 

page StPaulArlingtonMA. A Facebook 

account is not necessary to stream, but 

without a Facebook account the 

stream works on a computer browser 

only and not on a phone. 

SERVING THE  

COMMUNITY TODAY 
Matej Zecic, Guest Musician 

Jennifer Parker and Kelli Oliver, 

Altar Guild  

Lector TBD 

Kathleen Kean, Assisting Minister 

Hollie Schmidt & Mat Carter, 

Livestream Broadcast Team 

Peter & Hollie Schmidt and Lisa 

Chiulli Lay, Coffee Guild 

 

When the instruction for standing * appears, please stand as you are able and as seems comfortable.  At the ☩, you 

may make the sign of the cross, which reminds us of our baptism. The congregational responses are printed in bold. 

GATHERING 
PRELUDE  

WELCOME  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  

The assembly kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 

To you, O God, all hearts are open, to you all desires known. We come to you, confessing our sins. 

Forgive us in your mercy, and remember us in your love. Show us your ways; teach us your paths; 

and lead us in justice and truth, for the sake of your goodness in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

By water and the Holy Spirit God gives you a new birth, and through the death and resurrection 

of ☩ Jesus Christ, God forgives you all your sins. The God of mercy and might strengthen you in all 

goodness and keep you in eternal life. Amen.

mailto:parishadmin@stpaularlington.org
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* GATHERING HYMN 

“In Christ There Is No East or West”   ELW 650 

 
* GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit  

be with you all. And also with you. 

* HYMN OF PRAISE 
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* PRAYER OF THE DAY 

God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon you. Teach us as 

disciples of your Son to love the world with compassion and constancy, that your name may be 

known throughout the earth, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

FIRST READING    Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah. 

     Thus says the Lord: 

  Maintain justice, and do what is right, 

 for soon my salvation will come 

  and my deliverance be revealed. 

  And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord, 

  to minister to him, to love the name of the Lord, 

  and to be his servants, 

 all who keep the Sabbath and do not profane it 

  and hold fast my covenant— 

  these I will bring to my holy mountain 

  and make them joyful in my house of prayer; 

 their burnt offerings and their sacrifices 

  will be accepted on my altar, 

 for my house shall be called a house of prayer 

  for all peoples. 

  Thus says the Lord God, 

  who gathers the outcasts of Israel: 

 I will gather others to them 

  besides those already gathered. 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

PSALM  Psalm 67 

      May God be merciful to us and bless us; 

  may the light of God’s face shine upon us. 

  Let your way be known  upon earth, 

  your saving health among all nations. 

  Let the peoples praise you, O God; 

  let all the peoples praise you. 

  Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 

  for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the nations on earth.  

  Let the peoples praise you, O God; 

  let all the peoples praise you. 

  The earth has brought forth its increase; 

  God, our own God, has blessed us. 

  May God give us blessing, 

  and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe.     
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SECOND READING Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 

A reading from Romans. 

[Paul writes:]  I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an Israelite, a 

descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin.  God has not rejected his people 

whom he foreknew. 

   For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable.  Just as you were once disobedient to God 

but have now received mercy because of their disobedience, so also they have now been 

disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they also may now receive mercy.  For 

God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful to all. 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

* GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

 

* GOSPEL Matthew 15:[10-20] 21-28 

The holy gospel according to St. Matthew, the 15th chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord.  

[Jesus] called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand:11 it is not what goes 

into the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles.”  Then 

the disciples approached and said to him, “Do you know that the Pharisees took offense when 

they heard what you said?”  He answered, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted 

will be uprooted.  Let them alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind person 

guides another, both will fall into a pit.”  But Peter said to him, “Explain this parable to us.” 

 Then he said, “Are you also still without understanding?  Do you not see that whatever goes 

into the mouth enters the stomach and goes out into the sewer?  But what comes out of the 

mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles.  For out of the heart come evil 

intentions, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false witness, slander.  These are what 

defile a person, but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile.”] 

   Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon.  Just then a Canaanite 

woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of 

David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.”  But he did not answer her at all. And his 

disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.”  He 
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answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.”  But she came and knelt 

before him, saying, “Lord, help me.”  He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food and 

throw it to the dogs.”  She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their 

masters’ table.”  Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as 

you wish.” And her daughter was healed from that moment. 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.  

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE AND SERMON Pastor Don Larsen 

* HYMN OF THE DAY 

“Creating God, Your Fingers Trace”       ELW 684 
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APOSTLES CREED 

With praise and gratitude, we confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended into hell. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 * PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

As is our custom, please face one another across 

the center aisle. The deacon invites us to prayer 

and offers the first intercession. As you are 

moved to pray, you are invited to pray any of 

the following intercessions aloud. 

With bold trust in God’s unfailing 

provision, we pray for the church, those in 

need, and all of God’s creation. 

A brief silence 

For believers around the world who 

stream to your holy mountain, that all be 

united in faith and harmony in the body of 

Christ. Let your church on earth be a 

witness to the beloved community of your 

heavenly kingdom. Merciful God, receive 

our prayer. 

For your wondrous creation, that it thrives 

and flourishes as you intend. Raise up wise 

stewards to defend the natural world 

against carelessness and destruction. 

Safeguard endangered species and their 

habitats. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

For the nations of the world and all in 

authority, that they heed the cry of the 

outcast and ensure care for the most 

vulnerable. Give wisdom to leaders of 

countries, congregations, and 

communities, that they lead and serve 

justly. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

For all who are lonely, grieving, or 

struggling with chronic pain, that they find 

comfort, community, and hope. Send relief 

to all who struggle with illness of any kind 

especially Bobby, Dan, George, Heather, 

Jim, Kate, Lynn, Mark, Meredith, Naomi, 

Paul, Roberta, and Susan. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

For this congregation, for visitors and 

those new to this faith community, that all 

may recognize the presence of Christ in 
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each new face. Draw this community 

together in love and strengthen it in 

unwavering faith. Merciful God, receive 

our prayer. 

For what else do we pray? Other prayers, 

silent or aloud, are invited. 

Your steadfast love endures forever. We 

give thanks for the faithful who died in the 

hope of this promise. Strengthen us in faith 

until the day we join them at your eternal 

banquet. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as 

you have promised. All this we ask in the 

name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

* PEACE     Keep your hands together or make the peace sign if you’d rather not pass the peace with touch. 

The peace of Christ be with you always.  

And also with you.  

MEAL 
OFFERING 

You may give an offering through the Givelify app by scanning this QR code:  

* OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and share 

freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of 

Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen. 

* GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 

this for the remembrance of me.  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 

of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

* LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, 

 thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

  who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

 and the power, and the glory, 

       forever and ever. Amen.

COMMUNION  

All are welcome to receive the bread and the wine. Gluten free wafers are available on request. Both wine (red) 

and grape juice (white) are available in each tray. Come forward in the center aisle starting at the front of the 

church. The pastors will motion the first people forward. 
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COMMUNION HYMN 

"One Bread, One Body”   ELW 496 
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* TABLE BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. Amen. 

* PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

Let us pray. We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing 

power of this gift of life; and we pray that in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this 

gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

SENDING 
* BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor ☩ and grant you peace. Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

* SENDING HYMN  

“There's a Wideness in God's Mercy”   ELW 587 
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DISMISSAL  

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE   
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ANNOUNCEMENTS  &  UPCOMING HAPPENINGS at ST. PAUL 

ARLINGTON EATS |August Spotlight Items 

To keep things simple, we will have one spotlight list for July and August. The requests will help 

support  the vacation lunch program for families with kids as well as everyone's summer picnics and 

barbecues!  

 Condiments (ketchup, mustard, mayo, relish, hot sauce, soy sauce) 

 Granola bars (especially MadeGood, Kind Bars, Z Bars, Yumi Bars) 

 Snack packs (especially Goldfish, Pirate’s Booty) 

 Dried Fruit & Nuts (almonds, walnuts, dates, cranberries, dried apples, mango)  

 Dried Seaweed 

 Roasted Seeds (pumpkin, sunflower) 

 Dish soap 
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           www.stpaularlington.org | 781-646-7773 

 

Staff 

The Reverend Don Larsen, Transition Pastor   stpaularlington.interim.pastor@gmail.com 

Ana Zecic Jeffers, Director of Music anazecicjeffers@gmail.com   

Sarah Carter, Children, Youth and Families Director  stpaularlingtonfamily@gmail.com 

Jennifer White, Parish Administrator parishadmin@stpaularlington.org 

Dennis O’Brien, Church Property Manager 

 

Church Council and Officers 

Kerri Frick, President 

Sandy Walker, Vice President 

Eric Haugen, Treasurer 

Piercen Oliver, Secretary 

Mark Olson, Financial Secretary 

Kristen Anderson 

Eric Carlson 

Elizabeth Heichler  

Dave Hering 

Kathleen Kean 

Kevin Kreutter 

Taryn Walsh 

 

Committees Chairperson 

Altar Guild Kelli Oliver 

Faith Formation Committee Bev Hjorth 

Intern Committee  Kristen Anderson 

Social Ministry Committee Janice Sniffen 

Nomination Committee  Taryn Walsh 

Worship & Music Committee John Christiansen 

Finance Committee  Eric Haugen 

Audit Committee  Eric Haugen 

Usher Committee  Dan Ries & Andy Airasian 

Property Committee Eric Carlson 

Call Committee         Sandy Walker 
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